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PREFACE. 



' This book will not suit me,' says some 
reader, who has glanced over the title 
page, ' I dislike controversy, and would 
rather not ineddle with strife, in any 
shape. Give me something to promote 
my own spiritual growth, to enlarge my 
apprehension of heavenly things, to 
quicken me in ray course towards them, 
and to foster that spirit of universal love 
which, as a tender flower, soon droops 
and withers under the rough blasts of 
polemical disputation.' 

If the objector should have proceeded 
so far as to read the above, let me be- 
seech him to go on, while I endeavour to 
lispel his fears as to the charactet wcv^ 



tendency of this little volume. Renoult 
was ODe of a considerable number of 
French converts, who, having been con- 
vinced of the erroneous tenets which 
they held, us members of the Roman 
catholic church, were obliged to take 
refuge in this country, from the storm 
of persecution that would have burst 
upon them, consigning them, probably, 
to the dungeon or the scaffold. The 
father of Mr. Henoult, still a devoted 
Romanist, and verily believing that his 
son's soul must irretrievably be lost, if he 
continued an alien from the Romish 
faith, appears to have written to him 
under feelings of sorrow, too poignant to 
admit of any mixture of anger, or re- 
proach : and the following pages contain 
the son's reply, breathed in as gentle 
spirit of filial love, reverence, and deli- 
cate tenderness, as ever animated the I 
bosom of a grateful child towards ani 
anxious and loving father. There 
pothing to grate on the most scnsitivi 




feeliiigs — nothing to roughen the smooth 
surface of christian peace. 

' Still,' proceeds the objector, ' the 
book must necessarily be of a controver' 
sial character; and though I deny not 
that such things may be good in their 
place, yet as they do not accord with my 
individual feelings, nor tend to my per- 
sonal edification, I may be permitted to 
decline the perusal for that of a more 
congenial work.' 

Of course you may, my dear friend; 
but before you decide upon so doing, 
allow me to mention two facts, to follow 
them up by a question, and to bring 
before you an injunction proceeding from 
authority, to which I hope we both most 
reverentially bow. After that, you shall 
decide. 

The first fact to which I would draw 
your attention, is this : — In the holy 
scriptures, God has set before us, in a 
strain of remarkable prophecy, the rise, 
(he continuance, and the final dcstruc- 
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tioa of B power, assuming exclnsive 
sanctity, exercising unlimited control 
within his church. He has marked it 
out by predictions so unequivocally clear, 
that the bible, which contains them, is a 
proscribed book, wherever that power 
enjoys the ascendency. It is withheld 
altogether, in countries where such au- 
thority can be safely exercised ; and 
where it cannot, the bible is accompanied 
with notes and glosses destructive of its 
import, in many material points ; while 
the clergy themselves are sworn, and the 
laity bound under peril of everlasting 
perdition, to believe and to understand 
only as their church believes and teaches. 
Every particular of the predictions that 
treat of this formidable antichristtan 
power is clearly fulBlled in the church 
of Rome, as she has, during twelve hun- 
dred years, stood forth before the world, 
exercising such a despotic and sanguinary 
sway over the lives of her victims, as to 
realize, through many an age, the fearful 



character of being " dmnken with Hm 
blood of the saints, and with the btood 
of the martvrs of Jesus." ' In thecoane 
of thirty years, not less than nine hundred 
thoQsand individuals, ffbose sole offence 
consisted in a rejection of the idolatrous 
rites enjoined b; the Romish chnrch, 
and the adoption of a spintual, a scrip- 
tural mode of worship, were put to death, 
under every species of torture that hnman 
ingenuity could devise, or diabolical cru- 
elty perpetrate. The sufferings of the 
Vaudois, the horrible massacre of St. 
Bartholomew in France, the burning 
alive of our own bishops, and protcsfants 
of every rank, in Mary's reign, with the 
inquisitorial and other butcheries, openly 
repeated in Spain, Italy, South America, 
and wheresoever the church of Rome has 
acquired even temporary power, are 
historical facts, which none can dispute 
or explain away. They are the plain. 



the incontestible fulfilment of escpress 
prophecy ; prophecy, which, in lan- 
guage awfully clear, sets forth the spiri- 
tual, the eternal destruction of those 
who build their hope on the doctrines 
of that church, and obey her commands, 
as every one of her members is en- 
joined to do, under pain of her excom- 
munication, which, they are taught, must 
inevitably consign their souls to death. 
What a fearful spectacle is here ! — a 
church assuming to be the true spouse 
of Christ, the sole depository of truth, 
hurling back against the Lord his own 
thunderbolts, and menacing with bis 
eternal vengeance, all who do not disobey 
his express commands. Well may such 
11 system be denominated in scripture, 
'* the mystery of iniquity ;" well might St. 
John wonder " with great admiration,"' 
when he beheld that woman sitting under 
the title of the church, in what ought to 
be the sanctuary of the Lord. 
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The second fact to which I would 
advert is, that, in our dajf, this dreadful 
power is making rapid strides in our own 
country, towards our own homes. Through 
our cities and villages, in our seminaries, 
and amid many a domestic circle, its 
darkening progress may be traced, draw- 
ing a thick veil over minds to wbich it 
gains access, and marking the increasing 
number of its victims, by the rapid multi- 
plication of temples, where the idolatrous 
host is adored, and the living God dis- 
honoured, and every abomination prac- 
tised, against which our ancestors testi- 
fied, amid blazing faggots, piled around 
them by those who had been deluded into 
the very doctrines that Kenoult, by the 
grace of God, renounced. In what I 
havti here said of ils present progress, I 
speak of England: but let us turn a 
glance towards the sister island, and we 
may trace, in the murderous outrages 
of her priest-ridden peasantry, the work- 
ings of that spirit which has the full 



credulous enough to belifl 
church of Rome has relil 
persecutiag character, as I 
bodies of those who reject ha 
no one will venture to aaaa 
idolatrous rites have ceasel 
structive to the souls that at 
or that the doctrine, which tb) 
has denounced as "a lie," bc| 
by a seeming or temporary d 
outward policy of those ^ 
Popery exists, displaying £ 
this day the brands whfl 
marked her of_Q 



once ilelivered to the saints '." Supposing 
tliat you, hy the grace of God, are so 
grounded and settled, as (o feel secure 
against any assault in your own princi- 
ples, (" let him that thinketU ho standeth, 
take heed, lest he fall; ") yet should you 
Had the poison of a false and fatal apos- 
facy, brought ioto the family of a friend, 
or poor neighbour, or even of a traveller 
whom you meet by the way-side, are you 
justified in shunning to declare to such a 
one the truth which alone can free him 
from the chains of darkness wherewith 
Satan has bound him ? Yon will perhaps 
say, that a simple declaration of the gos- 
pel will suffice for this purpose : but alas ! 
many a soul has been sacrificed to that 
error. When Satan transforms bimseif 
into an angel of light, you must under- 
stand the nature of his disguise, in order 
to exhibit its texture, and to prove its 
deceptive character to the soul that he 
has deluded. Unless you know the prin- 
ciple on which that web is so ccaft^N 
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wovriii, yoii never can unravel it ; and, 
fiiiling 1o do so, in spite of your assever- 
ations, Satan will stand before the victim 
of his art, in a robe apparently perfect, 
defying your efforts. So long as he can 
render controversy a bugbear among spi- 
ritual people, he may reckon on keeping 
his goods in peace. Christ shrunk not 
from controversy, either with Sittan him- 
self, or with his children in mortal shape. 
The apostles shrunk not from controversy ; 
and if there were one, who entered more 
largely into it than others, it was the 
loving and meek-spirited John, To him, 
in an especial manner, were revealed the 
existence, the marks, and the tendency 
of this aposfacy, and by bis hand it was 
recorded for ns — for our condemnation 
if we despise the message. Have we 
not recently seen a member of one of our 
noblest families, a minister too of our 
national sanctuary, taken captive by this 
arch-enemy, installed as a priest in the 
Somish communion, elevated to eccle- 
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siastical dignity, and contbining In effbrti 

with those who are conpaanng iea and 
land, to gain one proseljte from tbe 

faith? Sorely so public an instance 
ought to send as, with all speed, for sach 
defensive weapons as the good provi- 
dence of onr God has furnished as vitli, 
tbrongh the experience of those who 
surrendered their earthly all, — often their 
lives too^for the testimony of Jesns. 

I would also bring before ray readers 
the consideration of that loud voice 
which St. John heard, while engaged in 
contemplating the judgments of God on 
this apostate church. " If any man wor- 
ship the beast and his image, and receive 
his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 
the same shall drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God, which is poured out 
without mUture into the cup of his in- 
dignation ; and he shall be tormented 
with fire and brimstone io the presence 
of the holy angels, and in the presence 
of the Lamb ; and the smoke of their 
b 2 
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torment ascendeth up for ever and ever; 
and they have no rest day nor night, 
who worship (he beast and his image, and 
whosoever receivetb the mark of his 
name."' And again, "And I heard 
another voice from heaven, saying. Come 
out of her my people, that ye be not par- 
takers of her sins, and that ye receive 
Dot of lier plagues."* Now, commen- 
tators, not themselves belonging to the 
popish church, have agreed in applying 
to her these awful denunciations; and 
surely a very small measure of christian 
charity will suffice, at least to bring any 
reader to the patient investigation of the 
question, whether or not they relate to 
his own neighbours, who already have 
received the fatal mark ; and are im- 
pending over others, who are likely to 
be brought within the sphere of that 
active and successful proselyting zeal, 
^hich is now at work in every corner 
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laad. Lancashire, for instance, 
with popish cliapels and popish 
missionaries, to an extent incredible where 
diligent inquiry has not been made : 
for the movements of this subtle enemy 
are stealthy, noiseless, smooth as the 
gliding serpent, who gains upon you 
unheeded, until he is prepared ' to rear 
the crest, and cast the deadly fold around 
you. 

Is it doing too great a violence to your 
taste, dear reader, to urge upon you the 
attentive perusal of a few pages, written 
by one who bad received that " mark of 
the beast," and who having found the 
blood of the Lamb eB^ectual to obliterate 
it, sought to communicate the same rich 
blessing to a fond and anxious parent? 
Reuoult was evidently a most attached 
son ; bis language throughout is full of 
filial delicacy and respect, and he could 
not but be deeply impressed with the 
magnitude of the danger escaped, the 
[ue of the prize obtained, when he so 
b3 





and laboured to see fais father 
exposing himself to the same peril frotn 
which he had been cooipellei) to Bee. 
Indeed, it is a distinguishing; mark of the 
real convert from popery, that he has no 
rest in bis spirit so long as he sees others 
continuing under the yoke. None cau, 
like himself, estimate the horrors of that 
dark and dreadful dungeon wherein his 
soul once lay bound ; and his heart's 
desire and prayer is for bis brethren, that 
they too may emerge from their prison 
house, to bask in the glorious light, to 
taste the joyous liberty, that he can so 
well appreciate. 

The writings of Renoult fell, by what 
the world calls accident, into the hands 
of a lady of rank, who had long beheld 
and mourned over the wretched delusion 
of many around her. She translated two 
of his letters ; the former was published 
in Ireland, and this, which, in point of 
time, was first written, she has been per- 
suaded also to lay before the christian 
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reader. May it be the means of calling 
down many a gracious answer to the 
prayers that its pious author undoubtedly 
put up! He sowed, and others have 
entered into his labours, earnestly de- 
siring to see an abundant harvest in that 
day, when the sower and the reaper shall 
rejoice together. 

Charlotte Elizabeth. 



NOTICE 

BY THE AUTHOR. 



Some papists havin:; asserted that there 
were more than one hundred false quota- 
tions in the first edition of this work ; 
the author has taken the trouhle to 
compare fhom all with the original works, 
and after a minute investig'ation, he lias 
had the satisfaction to find he had not 
made any in the first edition. The 
subject of the eucharist is now much 
more fully explained, so that this edition 
is much to be preferred to the first. May 
all be to the glory of God. Ameo. 




ARL OF ALBEMARLE, VISCOUNT 
BURY, BARON ASHFORD, &c. 



My Lord, 
Sioce the force of grace and light of 
truth have extricated me from the dread- 
ful slavery in which I had beeu placed by 
my birth aud education, the least I can 
do is to seize every opportunity of giving 
glory to the Author of my deliverance. 
Since my conversioo, I have endeavoured 
to acquit myself in this respect, with 
fidelity: and that church, into which I 
have been received, having called upon 
me to defend those holy doctrines, which 
I had formerly the misfortune to deny and 
oppose, I have done my beat to comply, 
. r^Jid I have now that end iri view, (tii l 



XXIV DEDICATION. 

not only labour for the salvation of bim 
to whom I owe my life, but I publish 
what I address to him for the good of 
all ; and as this little work, although 
destitute of any merit which talent could 
give, may, I trust, be found good and 
useful in itself, I hope, my Lord, that 
it may please you, and that you may for- 
give the liberty I take in dedicating it 
to you. 

And believe me to be, 

Your Lordship's 
very respectful humble servant, 

J. B. Renoult. 



ANSWER, 



Mv DEAR Father, 
I have just receiTed your letter of 
Julji the persoD to whom you confided 
it, in Flanders, not haying been able to 
send it sooner. I must confess it sur- 
prised me very much. T expected you 
would have addressed me in violent and 
passionate language, dictated by some 
priest or monk, full of invective and 
abuse of Calvin and all calvinists; for 
that is the only way in which they com- 
bat their adversaries^ they use no arms 
those of clamour and calumny ^ but 
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when I found your letter all kindness 
and tender feeling, I was conscious that 
you had consulted only your heart ; and 
in answer to that, I shall first observe, 
that you surprised me much by saying, 
that you wished I had put the sign of 
the cross on my letter. Do you think 
you have a son, who despises the cross 
of Christ ? probably that is one of the un- 
just charges that are made against Protes- 
tants ; but believe me, my dear Father, we 
respect the cross as a sign of Our redemp- 
tion, though we do not adore it as the 
church of Rome, which, according to 
the doctrine of Thomas Aquinas, decrees 
to it the adoration of Latria,^ calls it the 
only hope of salvation, asking from it 
pardon for sin, and increase of good to 
all well-disposed people. Such is the 
meaning of the hymn, ' O Crux, ave 
spes unica ; * you bow down to wood and 
stone, you burn incense to them, you 

1 Latria, worship, which is dae to God: Dulia, service, 
which, the Romanists say, may be given to saints. 



pray, you offer adoration : 
excitea such disgust iti tbe Jews, that 
they hold Christiaos in abhorrence. My 
change, yon say, distresses you so much, 
that you are going to leave your country, 
□ot to be known as the father of a heretic, 
My dear Father, the opinion you have 
formed of me coats you many tears ; I 
know it, and it is natural it should be so. 
If you truly believe you are in the right. 
you must look upon me as lost ; and how 
shall I comfort you? I have the same 
opinion of you, that you have of me ; you 
think I belong to a heretical church, and I 
think you belong to one, not only heretical, 
but also idolatrous; therefore, you see, 
I have even a worse opinion of your reli- 
gion, than you have of mine ; and if you 
weep over me, more bitterly do I lament 
over you. Let us then, in candour and 
sincerity, converse and reason together, 
to find out who is in the right, on a point 
so important as our eternal salvation. 
But in waiting till that opportunitj^a 



shall offer, let me try by letter to weaken 
that strong prejudice which makes you 
call me heretic. Although you have Dot 
enjoyed the benefit of much reading, you 
have good sense, and you will readily 
understand me. 

I wished to know whether I was in the 
way of salvation or not ; and I shall state 
shortly the means I took to satisfy my mind. 

I first examined whether Jesus Christ 
was the Messiah promised in the old 
testament, that I might be able to give 
an answer to the Jews, who say he is an 
impostor. I tried to consider mvself as 
a man fallen from the clouds, belonging 
to no party- — on inquiry, I felt fully con- 
vinced of the divine mission of Christ, 
against the Jews; and that, in conse- 
quence, the law of Moses was abolished, 
and the religion of Christ established : 
but seeing Christianity divided into many 
sects, I felt much at a loss to know who 
was in the right, or which was the true 
churchi all claiming to be so. 



[ thought ttiG best way of coming at 
the truth, was to examiue which adhered 
most closely to the apostles; and after a 
fair and impartial inqairy, maoy reasons 
proved to me, that the church named 
Reformed, or Protestant, was that of 
Christ. I iiitreat of you to reject; and 
if you can coavince me I am wrong, I am 
ready to return to you. 

The first thing that persuaded me that 
the Protestant church conformed the 
most strictly to the apostles, was the 
avowal made to that effect by the doc- 
tors of the church of Rome. 

There is not one learned Roman Ca- 
tholic, who, if he will be sincere, can 
deny the novelty of popery;' and he 
must confess, either that scripture is 
fabulous, or that there is no religion which 
resembles the apostles more than ours. 

Without quoting to you here a number 
of authors, who could not withhold their 
testio^ony to the truth, I shall refer you 
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■ unaccountable blindneas, ,t 
belonging to the church agi 
not be suspected by yon. ' 
I think it is only neces 
this book, to feel as much 
the Boman Catholic religioi 
of Mahomet : you will th 
truth of all I stale. At page 
that the adoration of the V 
ated from the faithful, or pi, 
Ihe habit of painting Jesos 
of his mother, with the 

^Uary, mother of God,' whi. 

IgiJCipposition to the heresy o 



the inclinations of the people, who can dd 
much in matters of religion, ceased speak- 
ing of Jesus, and vied with each other in 
framing new praises, and modes of wor- 
ship to the Virgin ; till, in the year 1050, 
they instituted an office, or service to 
her, divided into seven canonical hours, 
in the same way as they bad formerly 
done to the honour of God; and in the 
course of the next hundred years the 
veneration for her increased, so far as 
to attribute to her all that the scrip- 
tures say of divinity; ascribing to her, 
amongst other new inventions, exemp- 
tion from original sin. For some time 
this tenet had but few partlzans, and 
the learned men disclaimed all belief in 
it, nor had it any place in the ecclesias- 
tical ceremonies; but in 113G, the monks 
of Lyons had it inserted in the service,' 

In page 316, you will find that the 
Master of the sentences,' who lived In the 

I Peter Lombard, Brst of the echool-mea, bishop of Puis, 






by scripture, because thej 
""le victory to the Protestai 

III page 321, you may 
flustom of keeping the I 
Eucharist was not Apostoli. 
In page 433, that God J 
the worship of images, and 
the first, bishop of Rome, 
canonized by the church ol 
also condemned it. 

lu page 454, that it wa 

the eighth century that th 

■".ome have meddled inJ 

insed all books to bej 
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To, 
ther ^Te hetk h 
it would have I 
to give but one, mw f 

Id page 511. i 
fiad, that tbe i 
vas demanded by tke capenv, and hf 
the dnke of Bnaris. of&e CmkS. nd 
also bj France and Polaad ; and ihri &e 
coDDcil odIt refused it lest tbe Protestant 
church sfaoold say, tkat thej, in ao doing, 
confessed tbev had erred. That the 
coDDcil of Constance, he4d in tbe fif- 
teenth cenlnry, was the first to foriad 
the giving of the cup to the people, yoa 
find In page 5&4. 

Id page 533, yon vill find it acknow- 
ledged that tbe mass is at present so 
made np of ridiculons ceremonies, and 
the priests clothed in such absurd vest- 
ments, that, were the apostles to rise 
again, thej never could recognize it for 
any part of what passed in their days. 

^nd in page 539, you bavc these words. 



10 

addressed by a learned bisbop to the 
whole assembled couDcil, toucliiag the 
pretended sacrifice of the mass : — ' After 
a propitiatory sacrifice has been offered, 
none other is necessary, if that one is 
sutTiuieQt to expiate sin, unless it be 
offered as one of thanks.' Those, who 
say that a propitiatory sacrifice has been 
made at the last supper, confess that 
we have been redeemed by that sacri- 
fice, and not by that on the cross, to 
which scripture attributes our redemp- 
1 tion ; and to say that it is all the same 
I iacrifice, which y/as commenced at the last 
Hupper, and finished on the cross, makes 
you full into another absurdity, it being 
impossible to say that the beginning of a 
sacrifice is a sacrifice. For if a person 
r were to stop after the first act, none 
I could say he had sacrificed. Nor can 
any say tbat if our Lord had not been 
obedient to the death of the cross, and 
had made no other sacrifice than that 
offered in the last supper, we should have 
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been rcdeempd. One cannot then call 
that oblation a sacrifice, merely because 
it was tbe beginning. 

Page 530 you find men of great learn- 
ing confirming Ibis truth, and those who 
maintained a contrary opinion support- 
ing their arguments by invective and 
abuse, and not by reason. A theo- 
logian of the king of Portugal, gained 
over by the pope's legate, tried to 
prove that the mass teas a sacrifice, and 
sought to refute the arguments of the 
Protestants; but, bis reasons were so 
weak, and he came off so badly, that 
the whole assembly pitied him ; ' for, 
having stated all Ikeir objeclions, be 
gave such feehie answers, that they only 
appeared tbe stronger, and added weight 
to tbe reasons of his adversaries, which 
was attributed, by the most sensible in 
the assembly, to the slight foundation he 
himself felt there was for his arguments.' 
Page 532. 

^ge 534, you will find that the learned 



■iLUlumbllilice ot me." Hut 
pope's friends, and the suppoi 
mass, seeing; so many diflicu 
insinuated that it would please 
ness to have questions decidi 
^ving any reason, and that i 
followed by the Romish par] 
were the most powerful. Page ■ 
Page 699, the council, foi 
giving offence to the pope o 
dared not decide whether episct 
divine or ecclesiastical. ' 

Puge 720, that purgatory 
be proved ; that they must oi 
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that all this, and mnch more, should 
be found in a book, approved by all ihe 
learoed in the chnrch of Rome, except 
the pope's partizans, to whom it was not 
favourable ; and what can you say, but, 
that the religion wliiuh does not inculcate 
these doctrines is certainly more con- 
formed to the religion of the apostles, 
than that which does ? 

The Protestant does not teach Ihem 
— we have neither worship of images, 
adoration of saints, belief in purgatory, 
adoration of the cross, service in a 
foreign language, celibacy of priests, 
withotding of the cup, nor indulgences, 
&c. &c. All these, on the contrary, are 
to be found in the church of Rome ; it 
therefore follows, that, as the church of 
Rome itself avows that the apostles did 
none of these things, she hereby confesses 
that the Protestant religion is more truly 
according to the religion of the apostles 
than hers. Then, for myself, not feeling 
bound to profess any other religion or 
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faith than Ihat of the apostles, it follows, 
that I cannot be a heretic, for not ioing 
what they neither did, nor commanded 
to be done. To be a heretic is to profess 
a religion different from that which 
the apostles professed { and to call it 
Christian. 

It is only on the subject of the eu- 
charist,^ that the church of Rome will 
not admit of the novelty of its dogmas. 
The historians of the council of Trent 
state, that the whole council covered 
themselves with disgrace and ridicule 
when they attempted to bring forward 
proofs of the truth of trans nbs tan tiation ; 
but the council not being free, none of 
the doctors were bold enough to declare 
openly the novelty of this monstrous 
doctrine. However, it is positively true, 
(hat, except that of indulgences, Iran- 
snbstantiation is the newest of all the 
Popish dogmas. 

All the other superstitiona and idola- 
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tries whicli dishouour it, are much moro 
aucient. Prayers for the dead were 
commenced in the third century, at 
which time they said, souls did not enter 
heaven till after the resurrection of the 
body, — that, till then, they remained Id 
a sequestered place ; that, at the end 
of the world, they passed through the 
fire which was to consume the universe, 
and then came before God, to he absolved 
or condemned ; for this reason, the an- 
cients used to pray to God to moderate 
the impatience of souls to see his face; 
to hasten the resurrection of their bodies, 
and make them pass safely through the 
last fire ; and lastly, to absolve them at 
the day of judgment. 

From this fable of the ancients, that 
of purgatory has by degrees arisen ; in 
the fifth century it was not ranked 
amongst the articles of faith, in any 
church. St. Augustine, who was then 
alive, after having carefully examined 
that fable, speaks thus of it; 'We are 
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quite ignorant of a third plaoe, not find- 
ing any such mentioned in the holy 
scriptures.' 

In the fourth century, they inven- 
ted the use of holy water, the conse- 
criition of oils, and all the theatrical 
ceremonies of their forty days, their nine 
days, and their anniversaries, &c. A sort 
of madness for relics seized on all minds, 
nothing was talked of but the visions, 
and revelations, by which they had been 
discovered, the miracles they had per- 
formed ; they transported them with pomp 
from place to place, built stately churches 
for them, invoked the saints, called for 
their intercession, and put themselves 
under their protection. 

The monks set themselves to work, 
and furnished as many miracles and 
visions as were sufficient to establish 
these errors, and with such artifice and 
cunning, as to deceive and make dupes 
of many. St. Augustine, however, did not 
suSer himself to be carried away by the 
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toFFent, thoii|i;k his ears were daily 
assailed with accounts of miracles, per- 
formed at tiie tombs of the martyrs, &c. 
After having seriously considered whether 
it were possible for saints to hear our 
prayers, or know our thoughts; he con- 
cluded that none hut Gad ran, by his 
omnipresence and foreknowledge, hear 
the prayers, or know the thoughts of 
man. You cannot find in any of his 
works, that he ever allowed of prayers to 
saints; to convince yourself you have only 
to read his ' Treatise on True Religion,' in 
which he condemns the worship of angels, 
saints, or images. 

He complained, that Christendom had 
been tufested with a number of monks, 
who made a traffic of the bones of mar- 
tyrs and saints. 

Although St. Augustine is not to be 
taken as the rule of my faith, I have 
nevertheless made it a point to search 
his opinion, on all the contested questions 
between the Protestant and Roman 
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Catholic church, to see what was tb« i 
belief of that great and holy man ; and I 
found him in every thin^ as great a Pro- 
testant as Calvin ; so that Augustine must 
have been a Calvinist, or Calvin an 
Augustinian, as you will be further con- 
vinced by the end of this letter. 

The church of Rome says, be was 
proved to have authorised the worship 
of saints in his book, entitled, ' Of the 
spirit, and soul,' but the honour of this 
great man was redeemed ; as it was ascer- 
tained that the book was not by him, God 
having permitted Ihem to confound them- 
selves, by having made mention of one 
named Boece, who was not born when 
Si, Augustine died. 

They again, fraudulently, attribute 
another book to him, entitled, ' The book 
of the hermits' life,' in which the Virgin is 
called queen of heaven, and which speaks 
of the Order of St. Benedict, which 
was not: established for eighty years after 
the death of St. Augustine ; it also 



10 

speaks of Gregory I. altboDgfi be vatf 
oot bishop of Rome till one hundred and 
sixty years afterwards. 

With these facts before yon, put what 
trust you think Hi in your directors, when 
they make yon read extracts from ancient 
books, to coD6rm yon in yonr faith. 

It was about this time, that what was 
called the Roman hierarchy, or spiri- 
tual tyranny began. Pride entered the 
church, her pastors wished to be honoured 
on earth ; each had his party, they fought 
with thunders: the conquerors called 
themselves metropolitans, primates, and 
patriarchs, and (be strongest shortly after 
made himself bishop of Rome. Leo I. hav- 
ing got himself named, by the Emperor 
Valentinian, judge of all other bishops, 
began in the 6flb century the Antichris- 
tian empire ; but it was not till the begin- 
ning of the seventh century that the 
popes took the title of universal bishops ; 
it was Phocas, Emperor of Constantino- 
ple, who gave it to Boniface III. The 
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leeond council of Nice directed tbat 
iaiages should be adored, which had till 
then only been put up in the churches 
Bs oniiinienta. 

You seethen.my dear father, that many 
of the abuses of your church are very an- 
cient. But lo return totransubstanliation, 
it is quite new, it was only conceived in 
the ninth century, in the ima§;ination of a 
monk named Paschase, and its birth took 
place in the thirteenth century, when a 
council of Lateran chose to rank it 
amongst the Popish articles of faith. 
Till then, nobody had ever heard speak 
of such a thing asconvertiion of substance, 
er the corporeal presence of Jesus Christ 
in different places, or the adoration of 
the eucbarist. The bread had always 
been called the body, and the wine the 
blood of Christ ; but it was in the same 
sense as we, or rather, I should say, 
as Christ himself calls them, that is to 
say, a sign, or remembrance. It was thus 
Ihey hud always spoken of the last suppei 
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as the sacrifice, in the same sense as, St. 
Augustine says, we speak of Easter-day 
as the resurrection of our Savionr, and 
of Good- Friday as his passion ; bat nobody 
by that ever understood the words to 
contain the same sacrifice as that which 
was offered on the cross. 

Facundos, Bishop of Hermiane, in the 
sixth centnry, spealis thus : ' We call 
the elements the body and bloodof Christ ; 
not that the bread is truly his body, nor 
the wine his blood:' and Bede, who 
lived in the eighth century, says, ' The 
eucbarist is called the body and blood 
of Christ, because the bread spiritoaliy 
represents his body, and the wine his 
blood.' ' 

If my cousin, the doctor, would be sin- 
cere for once in his life, he would own 
that what 1 state is true ; and that for 
eight centnries the eucbarist was always 
thus explained. 

There is no necessity for a long dis- 
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conrae on the subject, as jou can read a 
amall work by one named Ratram, or 
Bertram, who lived in the ninth ceotury. 
He was considered one of the cleverest 
men in France, and was so distinguished 
that the Latin church laade choice of 
him to defend Ihem against the Greek 
church ; and their king, Charles the Bold, 
begged of him to state clearly, for (he 
benefit of bis kingdom, the true opinion 
of the Roman Catholic church in regard 
to the eucharist, in order to unite his 
subjects, who were all divided on account 
of the new opinions of Paschase, who 
wanted to introduce the parados of tran- 
^ubstantiation. Bertram did so, in a little 
work, which he dedicated to the king, 
and which you can read in a quarter of 
an hour. In this he proves that the sen- 
timents of Paschase are contrary to all 
scripture, and to the opinions of all the 
fatljiers and doctors who had preceded 
him, 'That the bread and the wine areoniy 
meant spiritually to represent the body and 
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blood of Christ Jesus. Tbiit the body 
which was born of the pure Virgin, wascru- 
cified, rose from the dead, and ascended 
to heaven, and sat down on the right 
hand of God, is not the same that is called 
in the eucharist the body of Jesus Christ. 
That the first was flesh and blood, and 
the latter only bread and wine. That 
one was truly the body of Jesus Christ, 
that the other is so only figuratively or 
spiritually, and it is in remembrance; 
that we eat the body and drink the blood 
of Christ in the communion, just as the 
Israelites eat the one in the manna, and 
drank the other in the water from the rock 
in the wilderness, — that is to say, spirit- 
ually.' I would rather seek to place this 
book in your hands, than transcribe it all 
here. This doctor does not give it as hh 
opinion, but as that of the Roman Catholic 
church, and treats as innovators, all par- 
tizans of the doctrine of transubstantia- 
tion. It is a pleasure to read this hook ; 
you see at once tbebelief of all christians 



traDsubsttiiitiation becnme w 
The priests and monks soon m 
that this would lead to great prl 
in CDDsequence of this belief it I 
be looked upon as God. that whil 
was merely a remembrance, an 
equalled or indeed preferred to r 
fice of the cross, a new pro 
sacrifice, which till then had beei 
pie commemoration. By these i 
infinite merit was ascribed to t 
which had been only an arbitn 
mony, with which tbey had ado 
last supper of the Lord^a^^ 
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rejected that new doctrioe ? la truth to 
be proscribed, and is transubstantiation 
the more true for being 800 years old I 
Is not (he faith of the first and eight fol- 
lowing centuries niach more to be pre- 
ferred, and more salutary ? But even had 
they believed, in the second century, all 
that the church of Kome now believes, 
if they did not believe it in the first, 
(that is in the apostles' time,) far from 
being a heretic, for separating from it, I 
should have been one had I not done so. 

And I positively maintain that they 
did not believe, iu the first ceutury, all 
those doctrines, on account of which 1 
left the church of Rome ; as I shall prove 
to you, by making you remark how much 
they are at variance with the writings of 
the apostles. This is the second reason 
which convinced me that the church of 
Rome was not conformed to that esta- 
blished by Jesus Christ, and professed by 
bis disciples. 

ilvill shew you then, my dear Father, 



in the holy scriptures, of which tht 
church of Rome itself ackoowledges the 
aanctity, more than a thousand passages 
against her doctrines, her worship, and 
her tyranny. If the apostles had pro- 
fessed such a religion, is it to be believed 
that they would condemn it in their writ- 
ing ^ And jis there is scarcely one page 
in which you will not find the condemna- 
tion of the church of Rome, I refer you 
to them above all. Against the worship 
of images or statues, to the second 
commandment of God, in Exodus xx. 
— '* Thou shalt not make to thyself any 
graven image, nor the likeness of any 
thing that is in heaven above or in the 
earth beneath. Thou shalt not how down 
to them nor worship them." Read also 
Deut. vii. 5, or Deut. xxvii, 15. or iv. 
15. You will see it is forbidden to 
represent God by an image, or even in 
painting, much less to bow down before 
such representation. Read also Isaiah 
i\. 18, 8lc. Against the worship of saints, 
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read Matthew iv, 10. " Thoa shalt wor- 
ship the Lord thy God," &c. 

Against the worship of angels read 
Col. ii. 18. and Rev. xix. 10. ; xxii. 
8, 9, where it is said that St. John 
waDted to kneel down to worship the 
angel, that is, render him worship, such 
as you say you do to saints, which your 
doctors call the worship of Dulin, or a 
worship inferior to that rendered to God. 
But the angel would not permit it, but 
said, " See thou do it not, for I am thy 
fellow servant ; worship God." 

St. John rose up; and did not try, by 
frivolous distinctions, to prove that he 
ought still to render him the inferior 
worship of Dulia. 

But why should I seek out so many 
passages against error ? Read the book 
byM.de Meaux,' intitled, 'Exposition 
of the catholic faith," composed lo seduce 
the simple-minded, trying cunningly to 
prove that the Roman Catholic and Pro- 
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testant religions are the same thing, or 
almost the same. 

M. de Meaux insinuates that the church 
of Rome bows neither to images nor 
saints ; and thut those in the churches are 
merely like our portraits or statues, in 
our rooms ; and that the; only ask the 
prayers of the saiuts as you would ask 
the prayers of any good christian on 
earth. 

Let me ask, my dear Father, in truth 
is that the Roman Catholic religion t In 
such language as I have quoted, do yon 
not discover an unfaithful bishop, one 
who, being ashamed to state the truth, 
disgraces himself to conceal it I 

Let me ask you, when you beg the 
prayers of any good man, do you dedicate 
temples to him, do you consecrate altars, 
or otfer sacrifices J do you kneel before 
him, do you make pilgrimages to dis- 
tant parts where his pitture is placed; 
do you carry his image in processions, 
do you cover it with ornaments, do you 
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eroWn It with flowers, do yoTi place it 
even above that which yoii profess to call 
Christ, do you burn iDceuse before it, do 
you make vows to it? 

This is ueverthelesa what your church 
does to saints, and their images. 

If you had travelled in Spain or Italy, 
yon would have seen much more idolatry 
than in France; you have only to send a 
Protestant to those countries, to confirm 
him in the truth of bis religion. Can you 
then still say, that you only look upon 
images and saints in tho same way as we 
do on the portraits of our ancestors i Do 
not the pope, and all those who read M. 
de Meaux's book, disavow its truth by 
their practice? 

Then, in contradiction to the mass, 
read the Epistle to the Hebrews, from 
the seventh to the tenth chapters, 
and you will see the difference between 
the ancient sacrifices and that of Christ, 
in that the priests stood dally ministering, 
and offering oftentimes the same sacri- 
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iicea which can uever take away sins, 
but Cbriat, after he had "ofifered one 
sacrifice for sin, for ever sat down on the 
right hand of God." Can any words 
more clearly condemn the doctrine, which 
teaches us that Jesus Christ is everi/ day 
oSered up on a thousand altars t 

If in St. Paul's time they had said 
mass, could he more forcibly have re- 
futed their doctrine? For my own part, 
I am convinced that he wrote that epistle 
in the spirit of prophecy. If you dare to 
read it, 1 think it must convince you 
also. 

Against the doctrine of the real pre- 
sence, read Acts iii. 21- where it is said 
the heavens must receive Christ, nntil 
the judgment. Read also John xvi. 
where Christ promises us " another 
Comforter, even the Holy Ghost," by 
means of whom, he, Christ, will always 
be spiritually with us. And read Colos- 
sians iii. 1. where St. Paul says that 
we must seek Christ " on the right hand 
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•f (rod." And read Matthew xxiv. 36. 
where he says there will come a time 
when they shall say, " Lo, here is Christ, 
he is in the secret chambers," these are 
your tahernacles, " believe it not." 

As to the real presence of the hody 
of our Lord, read John vi. where 
he tells you, that our Saviour after 
having commanded them to eat his body 
and drink his blood, explains, himself, 
what he means by that expression, which 
seemed to surprise his auditors; "It is 
the Spirit that quickeneth, the flesh pro- 
fiteth nothing, the words that I speak 
nnto you, they are spirit and they are 
life." 

All the learned doctors of yonr church 
own that Christ here speaks of eating 
spiritually ; because he spoke this before 
the institution of the last supper, before 
which they could not have done so cor- 
poreally, nor otherwise than spiritually, 
that is, by a lively faith. 

In the same chapter, Christ promises 



II IS S'Am tnal Jesus *^nnai 
the cup says, " Drink ye al 
Wliy (lid he not say in g 
bread. Eat ye all I Do you d 
he spoke as a prophet, forei 
withholding of the cup by t 
of Rome 1 

They will tell you, that tl 
were priests ; be it so, then wh 
church of Rome withhold the 
those priests who communica 
aayingmpss! read ICor, x. IG 
it is said, that Id the time of tli 
all partook of one bread and oi 



Christ foretold by St. Paul, in 2 Thesa. ii. 
and also by St. John in the Revelation, 
I am ready to go back to you. Would to 
God those books might fall into your 
hands, instead of the fabulous legends 
which you read with such admiration ; 
where in the first part you read of a man 
having himself carried' and placed on 
the altar, and there making himself to be 
adored as a divinity, and that that is 
called the adoration of the pope. When 
yon see that some were carried by kings 
and princes in the procession ; while what 
you call the Holy Sacrament is carried 
by a common hack horse, with the bag- 
gage, if the journey be long; when you 
see that man make kings and emperors 
pour water over bis hands, and then 
send them to the kitchen to receive his 
disheE, and to place them on the table for 
a public dinner ; when you see them all 
kiss his feet, after three profound bows: 
in truth and conscience let me ask, my 

1 TbedB)'t1ie Pope iscrovraed. 
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lar Father, can you here, in this monster 
of pride, find any likeness to prove him 
the successor of that humble fishermaa 
who raised Cornelins when he wanted to 
kneel to him, crying, " Stand np, I 
myself also am a man." 

Would you not much sooner cry ont, 
" here is the man of sin," of whom St. 
Paul speaks? Here is the "son of per- 
dition, who opposeth and exalteth him- 
self above all that is called God, or that 
is worshipped, so that he, as God, sitteth 
in the temple of God, showing himself 
that he is God." 

When, in the second part of that same 
book, you read of the same man at the 
head of an army, deluging the earth with 
blood, not only to shake off the yoke of 
the emperor, whose subject he was, but 
to make hhnself master of the imperial 
crown, to place it on the head of one of 
his creatures ; * when you see a poor 



emperor with scarce aov covering, kept 

Btasding for seven days al his door, vitL 
a rud in one hani], and scissors ia the 
other, before being admitted to kiss the 
feet of an angry pope ; when you see 
this head of your church make kings and 
potentates hold his siirrnp, whose chil- 
dren be bad armed against them ; nol to 
speak of all the kings and princes he had 
dethroned, whipt, imprisoned, &c. &c. 
giving at the same time plenary iodcl- 
gence to all their rebel subjects whom 
they had armed against them, and to the 
parricides who attempted to take their 
lives ; without entering into particulars 
as to all the murders, seditions, and 
crnelties put in practice against those 
tbey called heretics, that is to say, all 
those who opposed their aggrandizement, 
can you, in any of these features, recog- 
nize the successor of an apostle wbose 
whole pride and glory was to preach a 
crucified Saviour? Would jou not 
rather exclaim with fears, here is that 
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Beast of wLom St. John speaks, who was 
to set himself up above the kings of the 
eartb, to cause himself to be adored, to 
be drunk with bloud, to establish his 
seat in a city on seven hUls, (as Rome) 
to have dominioD over many nations 
&c. &c? Yes, my dear Father, had you 
read all this, which is but a very small 
part of what you ought to know, it would 
be impossible for you to withstand the 
truth; but how can I teach you, if you 
resolve to be ignorant I 

Against performing the service in an 
unknown tongue, read, I intreat you, 
1 Cor. xiv. and ask your curate, to whom 
does St. Paul address himself when he 
forbids reading or singing in an unknown 
tongue, which, he says, if I do, " I shall 
be to him as a barbarian ; " ask him 
to whom he addresses himself, when he 
says that the Spirit has revealed to him, 
1 Tim. iv, "That in those latter iimea 
some shall depart from the faith, giving 
heed 1o seducing spirits, and doctrin 



of [levlls ; speaking lies lu Lypocnsy; 
having their consciences seared with a 
hot iron ; forbidding to marry, and cum- 
manding to abstain from meats 1" Or, to 
whom does he speak in 1 Cor. viii. 8. 
" But meat commendeth us not to Gfod j 
for neither, if we eat, are we the better, 
neither, if we eat not, are we the worse ? " 
1 shall not quote any more passages, 
for as the church of Rome is a sea of 
superstitions and heresies quite unfathom- 
able, I must transcribe all the bible, 
were I to quote all the chapters which 
condemn it.. 

The late Mr. Brelinconrt, minister of 
Charenton, published a book of 356 pages 
in octavo, in which, without any dispute, 
he wrote simply all the passages be found 
iu tbe Romish Bible, to combat her errors; 
and be says, he did not note all. The 
book is entitled, ' Abridgment of Contro- 
versy ; ' it is the only protestaut book I 
read before my conversioD; and I found 
Lquite accidentally, in the convent of 
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Troyes : i( iliil not convert me, for mj 
resolution was already formed, but it 
fifrengthened me greatly in the view I 
had taken, through God's mercy, in 
reading his holy word, and in reflecting 
on the doctrine and worship of the 
churcb of Rome. Such being the case, 
to separate from a church, which by its 
own avowal is not, in all essentials, con- 
formed .to the apostles' church, and which 
is, in almost every point, condemned by 
the word of God, is not, I say, being a 
heretic. 

But that is not all: for after having 
proved that I am not a heretic for having 
abjured popery, I must also prove, that 
I am not so from having professed the 
reformed religion. No long discourse is 
requisite to prove this ; it is only neces- 
sary to defy you to j)oint out any thing 
in that religion contrary to scripture, 
and the practice of the apostles. 

We l>eiieve in God in three Persons, 
in the Son of God, who was from ever- 



insttng, born in due time of the Virgin 
Mary, as spokeu by tbe prophets. We 
believe in all bii; miracles, in his death 
for iill men, his resurrection, his ascen- 
sioD, and that he shall judge the world. 
We believe that baptism and the Lord's 
supper, are two sacraments which confer 
grace, where they are received with faith ; 
that we are reconciled to God through 
the sacrilice and inGnite merits of Christ ; 
that we are regenerated through his blood, 
and justified through faith working' by 
love, and producing in us piety, repent- 
ance, zeal, and good works. 

We believe that without grace (freely 
offered toa!l)our nature would he toocor- 
rupt and weak to stand ; but that supported 
by grace, we can do all that is necessary 
for salvation, and that the infinite merits 
<rf Christ, as I said, cover all the defects 
iOBeparable from our best actions.' 

Is thid doctrine contrary to the word 
of God '. 
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B* As to our mode of worship, you hare 
Ponly to enter our temples to be coDTiuced 
that all is coDformed to the practice of 
the apostles. 

We preach purely the gospel, without 
any panegyric in favour of the creature. 
We administer the sacraments in gim- 
plicity. In baptism, we pour water on 
the face of the child, saying, • In the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost,' without adding' salt' 
or exorcism, or spittle, or oil, &c. &c. 
AccordiDg to the custom of the church 
of England, we make the sign of the 
cross on the forehead of the baptized, (I 
mention this to show you we do not 
abhor the cross as they would persuade 
yon.) The eucharist is bread and wine, 
given to all who communicate, after 
having prayed to God to accept this onr 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, and 
after having pronounced the words which 
Jesus Christ pronounced when he inati- 
tiiled that holy sacrament, on the eve 
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of his passion, without superstition, with- 
out any ridiculous ceremony, without 
idolatry. We communicitte on our knees ; 
not to adore the elements, but from hu- 
mility to God. In our churches we sing 
psalms and hymns from holy writ, in the 
vulgar tongue ; we pray for all blessings 
through Jesus Christ, and for his merits 
ooly : as he has assured us in his gospel, 
that if we ask in his name, wc shall receive 
from the Father. When the service 
eods, we return thanks, and bless in the 
name of the Giver of all good, that isi 
God alone. 

This is what passes in our temples. In 
the Acts of the Apostles you will find 
that they did likewise. Take the trouble 
to read them, and if you find prayers to 
saints, worship of images, adoration of 
relics, or mass, (except in a certain new 
testament by father Veron a Jesuit) 
if you &nd confessions, distrihution of 
indulgences, monks, nuns, St. Peter 
causing himself to bo adored on an altar. 
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giving cardinals' hats to bis friends, 
granting indulgences to parricides and 
regicides, publishing crusades against 
heretics and infidels, jabileea for the 
living and the dead, calling himself, like 
the pope, the most holy, who has all 
power, who is Lord of the earth, &c. — 
if you find any mention of chaplets, 
rosaries, Agnus Dei, Stc. I will then 
freely own / am a heretic, and that I 
do not profess the same religion as the 
apostles; I shall then return to the church 
of Rome, and acknowledge i7 to be the 
true church of Christ. But if on the 
contrary, you cannot Rnd, in this sacred 
volume, any passage which favours the 
church of Rome more tbiin it does Ma- 
homet, or that proves alt their articles 
of faitb, more tban it does the divinity 
of the alcoran, how do you pretend to 
convince me of heresy ? 

My dear father, I know you could not 
urge one reason. You call me heretic, 
because yuur curalc told you I was one. 
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I koow you sill throug;h iguoraiice: for- 
give ttie term, I must speak thus, for I 
maintain tbatno one can be a papist but 
from ignorance or vice ; and knowiug your 
virtues, I am sure your errors are only 
the result of ignorance. The ignorance 
of which I speak, is not that of languages, 
belles lettres, &c. for there are many in the 
church of Rome, who are very learned in 
these things, yet know nothiug of religion. 

I speak of the ignorance of the word of 
God, common, not only to the poor peo- 
ple, but even to many of their priests and 
monks, who are learned enough in some 
other things. Out of one hundred, you 
will often find eighty, whenever read the 
word of God, and who never had the 
book ; you will even find that many of 
the Sorbonne writers have never read it. 

A protestant lady, speaking to one of 
them against the worship of images, and 
giving the second commandment as a 
reason, lie was quite confounded, never 
haviugread (he commandments but in the 
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Roman Cntiiolic catechism, from whicli 
tliey have carefully expunged the secoud, 
and divided the lust into two, to make 
up ten. 

I recollect having heard M. Bunel, 
professor of rhetoric, saj that the bishop 
of Avrancbe,' interrogating a deacon, on 
the suhjecta in scripture, I believe the 
history of Joshua, could get no aoswer 
but that there was nothing about him in 
the book he had read, which proved to be 
the Christian Pedagogue, an infamous 
book filled with fabulous miracles. And 
Mr. Berniere assured me that a deacou 
bad been refused admittance iuto the same 
diocese, for not knowing how many books 
of Kings were iu the Bible, but that the 
bishop having met him very sorrowful, 
and having inquired the cause of his 
disgrace, desired of them to admit him 
as a priest, adding, don't refuse the poor 
hoy for such a trifle, for 1 don't know 
n/^elf! 
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If your curate will be s 
probably own be has never met any pas- 
sagtf in the scriptures, but those in his 
breviary and his missal ; but can you look 
for a more decisive proof of ignorance 
in your leaders, than the sincere answer 
given by Pope Innocent X, when con- 
sulted as to some propositions of Janse- 
nius? ' I am a canonist,' said he, ' and 
not a theologian,' that is, I am learned in 
thepapallaws, but not in the divine. You 
do not profess to be more learned than 
that pope: then donotbe offended when I 
say to you what Jesus Christ said to the 
Saddncees, "you do err, not knowing the 
scriptures." 

Is it not true, that if I asked you fo prove 
to me that I was a heretic, you would 
be as much at a loss as tbe Jews of old 
were, to prove our Saviour an impostor^ 

You will tell me, ' you are out of the 
church, you are a heretic' That I am 
out of the church ! what does that mean? 
what do you understand by the church? 
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WAe lerm signiBes assembly, congregation, 

■ mciety : it ia in thai sense that a certain 
number of people, who profess one reli- 
gion, are called a church ; therefore it is 
as if you said to me, you are out of the 
society, therefore you are a heretic. I 
should ask you, 'What society?' you 
would answer, ' the society of those who 
profess the Roman Catholic religion.' 

I should then inquire, ' why are those 
heretics, who are out of that society J ' 

You would have to say, 'it is because 
that society alone professes the religion 
of Christ.' When we should have reached 
this question of fact, I should stop you, 
and say, ' you mistake ; it is in the society 
of proteatants tbat the true religion of 
Christ ia maiutaiued ; there is not on 
earth one more opposed to it than the 
church of Rome, it is as far removed 
from it as earth from heaven.' What 
would you say then? you would get into 
another jumble, you Would tell me the 
church of Rome was the most ancient. 
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therefore if must be llie true religion 
of Christ. I know tbat by tliat last 
deception tliey cLarm you ; tbey then 
enumerate a long; list of popes, at tlie head 
of which they place poor St. Peter, with 
a triple crown on his head, a great golden 
cross in his hand, a surplice of English 
lace, and a mitre, covered with diamonds 
and jewels, with a diamond on his finger, 
the brilliancy of which does away with 
venial sins, as well as holy water and 
blessed bread ; and when you see that the 
chair of Rome has been filled from the 
time of St. Peter to that of Innocent XIT. 
by persons adorned in the same manner, 
yoH conclude that St. Peter was pope 
of Rome, and consequently, that the 
Roman Catholic is the most ancient 
religion ; were that the case, you would 
truly have proved me to be a heretic ; 
but I only ask you to make use of your 
common sense, to destroy all these blind 
prejudices, and let me intreat of you to 
employ the reason that God has given you. 
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rin the church of Rome, its Christianity and 
its poperj. Its Christianity is very ancient, 
as there have been christians in Rome 
since St. Paul's time ; I say nothing of 
St. Peter, as it is much doubted whether 
he ever was there ; but even that does not 
make it themost ancient church of Christ: 
read the Acts of the apostles, and you 
will find that there was a very numerous 
church in Judea long before the gospel 
had been preached at Rome ; and if yoii 
look into history, you will find that there 
are many churches in the east, where it 
is certain the apostles had established 
Christianity long before it had been heard 
of at Rome. 

As to popery, it is above one thousand 
years since it began to be established in 
Rome, which makes me hope that God 
will soon abolish it, as it is said in the 
scriptures. From century to century 
it increased, till the time of Luther, 
Zuingle, and Calvin, whom it pleased God 



to make use of abont one handred and 
sixty years ago, as strong dykes to oppose 
thedelnge which menaced all cbristeodom. 

By popery, I meaa ibe religioo of the 
pope, that is the tyrannic, the ecclesias- 
tical moDarchy, the worship of images, 
the iovocatioD of saints, purgatory, the 
mass, tran substantiation, indulgences, the 
five new sacraments, the forbidding of 
meats, the brotherhoods, fee. 

The history of the council of Trent 
owns that all the.se things were on- 
known in the time of the apostles, in 
which case they were unknown in the 
church of Rome ia St. Paul's time; 
from which it follows that, taken as 
popery, it is not the most ancient. In 
what then does her antiquity consist, 
if she cannot prove it either as a chris- 
tian or as a popish church ? what answer 
can be made to this ? am I a heretic on 
the ground of having left the most ancient 
church I Do you not see you are de- 
ceived ? If the kingdom of Siam were 
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now to embrace the christiau religion, 
would the church of Sinm be heretical, 

because it was »ot )is ancient as the 
church of Rome ? 

Eveu were it true that the church 
of Rome was the moat ancient in chiig- 
tendoTD, what conclusion would you draw 
from that? that she should havedominiou 
over all others, or at least that all others 
should be lu connesioD with her ? But 
why? Does the antiquity of a nation 
render all others tributary to her? Did 
she receive this right of dominion from 
Jesus Christ, or not ? If she did not, 
she wants to usurp a right as a tyrant. 
If she did, where is her title? Is it iu 
the testament of Jesus Christ, for we 
must return there necessarily to prove 
any pretensions; but here you are re- 
duced to an impossibility, for you have 
been brought up in ignorance of the 
scriptures, and you cannot refer to them. 
Even if you would, you dare not ; then 
how can you prove to me whether I am 
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a heretic or not, in having shaken off the 
joke of the church of Rome? as to hold- 
ing any communioii with her, it were as 
well to he coDDected with a heathen 
church; " one cannot serve God and 
Baal," If God were pleased to give her 
the grace to cast off her errors, the union 
would be easy, we could all hold comma- 
nion together, we need no lon|;er be 
distinguished by the names of protestauts 
and papists, we should all be christians. 
But whilst she makes errors, superstition, 
and idolatry to triumph, it is impossible 
to be united. 

We protest that we cannot partici- 
pate in the abominations of Babylon : and 
on that account, to distinguish ourselves 
as well in the name as the thing, we shall 
call ourselves always protesting or re- 
formed christians, until it shall please God 
to unite ail christians by a conformity 
of sentiments in the bonds of charily. 

The term church, is often meant as 
religion in general, anil in thai sense it 
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is true that the most aacient religioo 
of christiaoity is that of the true church. 
But this religion is that which Christ 
established, and which the apostles pro- 
fessed and preached at Jerusalem, An- 
tioL-h, Rome, &c. If I do not profess 
this religion, I am a heretic, but 1 pro- 
fess I do believe it, and to convince you, 
I appeal to the holy scriptures, remem- 
ber that : and I flatter myself that unless 
you are wilfully blind, you must see the 
truth. 

I fancy I hear you say that it does not 
belong to such as you or I to interpret 
holy writ, and that I must have great 
temerity to pretend to more wisdom, and 
a clearer view of scripture, thau all the 
learned doctors of whom France has to 
boast, who surely would separate from 
the church of Rome, if they found it 
condemned her doctrines. 

That is the way in which they deceive 
you all ; they represent the word of God 
ns a gulph of danger and difficulty, in 
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-which those must be lost who venture 
without a pilot. 

But in order to convince you that I 
did not aut with temerity iu seiirchiug 
out the truth iu the gospel, I shall de- 
scribe in what manner I acted. 

I saw clearly that the word of God 
contained much that was hard to be 
understood, above all, in the prophecies ; 
but at the same time T found, that all 
which was commanded or forbidden, 
whether in morals or doctrine, was BO 
clearly laid down, that the most unlearned 
might easily understand ; and that, if 
there did at first appear to be any difii- 
culty, by searching the scriptures, as 
God has commanded, we find other pas- 
sages which explain it : the same sense 
being often repented in different ways 
and terms. Thus I found, the scriptures 
were as a deep sea to the learned, and 
as a gentle clear stream to the simple 
and ignorant^ as a stream, though deep, 
always fordable, where, from the bottom 
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A lamb might drink, whilst an elephaDt 
might swim ; a miraculous book, which 
was fit to instruct babes, and yet con- 
tained what would exercise the most sub- 
lime minds, which was full of mysteries 
that would charm angels, but proposed 
truths within the reach of all men's ca- 
pacities. In a word 1 looked upon the 
scriptures as dictated by the Holy Spirit, 
in a wholesome and magnificent manner, 
furnishing food for our hungry souls by 
the clearest passages, and preventing dis- 
gust by the mystery and difficulty of others. 
Having formed this opinion of the 
scriptures, I thought that all matters 
relating to religion ought to be found in 
the simplest passages. The thing speaks 
for itself. Religion consists in the recep- 
tion of certain doctrines, the observation 
of certain precepts, and performance of 
a public worship, binding not only on 
the learned, but on every man living. 
There is no reason then to believe that 
God would give these precepts, or explain 
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the maoner in which he was to be wor- 
shipped in vague, captious, or equivocal 
terms, as your church would blasphem- 
ously make you believe ; but rather you 
should be persuaded that God in mercy 
having given the same precepts, and 
ordained the same worship for all men ; 
his Holy Spirit has staled all these things 
with Buch order and so clearly in the 
scriptures, that all meo may viith ease 
learn what is their duty and their obli- 
gation. This being decided, I felt, that 
scriptuie, having been written for me as 
well as others, I ought to have recourse 
to it, to see what God required of me. 
I read it, and after a disinterested and 
fair examination, I found, with deep 
sorrow and regret, from the perusal of 
many passages which I have already 
quoted, that I was living in a church, in 
which they obliged me to transgress and 
break the most holy commandments of 
God, and to worship him in a manner 
totally opposed to that prescribed in his 
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sarily come out of that church, to be at 
liberty to serve him as he commanded; 
I did so, and having sought an asylum in 
a church which professes to conform in 
ail points to the worship prescribed in the 
testament of God, that God has blessed 
my design. Can you say, I have acted 
with temerity, or have deserved to be 
called a heretic? If you ask me, after 
this, how it happens, that out of so many 
who profess the Roman catholic religion, 
and of whom viany read the scriptures, 
none should see that ihev are in error; 
I will answer, by asking you what will 
embarrass you still more. You believe all 
protestants to be in error — yon are not 
ignorant that they all read the scriptures, 
even the children : I ask, then, how it 
is possible, that out of this multitude who 
profess the protestant religion, and who 
read the scriptures and conform to them, 
none of them should see their error? for 

^either their religion is according to scrip- 
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tnre or it is not. If it is, it is clear ttiat 
it is Dot in error : i." it is not, why do 
they not perceive it, and cease to profess 
it? You may propose the same question 
to the Jews, the Mahometans, and the 
Chinese : amongst them there are many 
as learned as in the church of Rome, 
and yet they are in error without per- 
ceiving it, and may it not be the same 
with the church of Rome .' 

Your curate will not fail to tell you, 
that the protestants do read the scrip- 
tures ; but that, beiii^ blinded by a 
false prqudice against our religion, and 
chained to their own, by worldly motives, 
they pervert the scriptures, to persuade 
men that their religion is according to 
them, and ours contrary; that is to say, 
that seven or eight protectant states have 
conspired together to plunge themselves 
in perdition. 

It is true that prejudice and worldly 
interests have often blinded heretics and 
Itept them in error. Before I took the 
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Btep that 1 did, I considered all this, 
and after having reflected on the present 
state of the two churches, between which 
I stood, I was convinced that no reason- 
able man could be a protestant from 
interested motives, or prejudice, and 
that this was the character of the papal 
church. To explain this, I must he^ 
of you to read what I say without pre- 
judice or passion. Prejudice is the lik- 
ing or aversion we take for any thing 
with which we are unncquainted — then 
where is the protestant who is not well 
acquainted wilh the Roman catholic 
religion, who rests on the good faith 
of his minister, and knows only what is 
told in the pulpits, or what he may read 
in books? For fifteen or twenty years that 
the protestant religion has been persecuted 
in France, many have tried to persuade 
themselves that the church of Kome 
was not so corrnpt as was said, and that 
they might find salvation in it; for that 
purpose they bought the bibles of Port 
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Ropil, and read ;iU tlic Te!isonina;s of 
M. de Meaux. In tLese bibles, ihey 
found very little said on tlie controverted 
points: from thence they concluded that 
the Koman catholics having a bible 
tlitTeriog but little from theirs, their re- 
ligion and sentiments must be much the 
same , and they must have been imposed 
upon. In M. de Meaux's account, they 
read descriptions of a religion very like 
that they had been taught from their 
birth: and with this idea, giving v/ay to 
the persecution and cruelty of the Dra- 
goons, they became Roman catholics to 
preserve their property, their lives, their 
wives and children. That was a great 
step made, but what was the result to 
these nnhappy beings I They had not 
been twice in your temples, when, melting 
info tears at the sight of all the abomi- 
nations they saw practised, they found 
they had been deceived, and that what 
tbey had been told by their own pastors 
inch more sincere than M. de 




Meanx's description : for on entering into 
your churches, they saw the abomination 
in the holy place, the sacrifice of the 
cross dishonoured by the pretended 
sacrifices oflTered for the living and 
the dead ; the Creator sacrificed for 
the honour of the creature, offered 
for the cure of an ass, a cow, or 
a pig ; statues, crowned with orna- 
ments, carried in triumph, incensed, 
and adored by pilgrims from all parts, 
though, according to their belief, Jesus 
Christ reposed in their parish church; 
sacraments administered with ridicu- 
lous ceremonies ; the worship of saints 
and angels mixed up with that of the 
true God ; crosses of wood and stone 
honoured and adored as the divinity ; 
bones set in gold, and looked upon with 
religious veneration; a Christ made of 
bread and wine, adored, and of which 
only part is given to the people ; priests 
and monks performing the service with 
such various dresses and extravagant 
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ceremonies, that it was like assisting to 
act a comedy, which diverted the eyes, 
but did not affect the mind, and which 
attracted the multitude as dolls attract 
children ; and the whole in a language 
unknown to all the people, who generally 
most admire where they least understand. 
This is the idea and the impression made 
on the protestants by your religion, most 
of them having gone to see for them- 
selves, to make sure that their fathers 
had not imposed upon them. They saw 
much more than Ifaey had been told, they 
wept over their fall, and they exposed 
themselves to all manner of peril, rather 
than abide one moment longer in such 
a religion. Those who remain in France 
through interested motives, only go fo 
your churches when they are dragged 
there by the soldiers. Why should they 
not become reconciled to your religion, 
if their horror of it was merely a preju- 
dice! Is it not because they see things 
so contrary to truth, that even the world 
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which they love, cannot make them 
tirely betray their consciences 1 Besi 
the protestants who have never beei 
your churches are not ignorant of 
Roman Catholic religion ; they have 
inquisition which tears books out of t 
hands ; they understand your wor 
much better than yourselves : there 
they do not hate it through prejuc 
that is, without knowing it. As for t 
own religion, neither do they profe 
through prejudice; they daily hear 
peated in their temples those beaui 
words of our Saviour, •* Search the sc 
tures." Far from their clergy forbidc 
them to read them, they enforce it, 
give them leave to silence them if i 
preach not the gospel, and beside whs 
written. They have all the articles oft 
faith in their families, when they 
compare it with scripture : they do 
and finding it agree with the wri 
word of God, they adhere to it ; — ^is i 
being a protestant through prejudice i 
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■ Ibe secMtd place. I oHantaid that it 
ridicDloDs to saj, that vMidly taterest 
leads them to betraj ibeir conscienoe. 
What is that interest, is it possessioas. 
pleasure, or di'Ditv I Xo ; you renouttce 
all these io the cfaarch of Rome. Eng- 
land is theonlv slate which, in submitting 
to the pope, might be, perhaps, the poorer: 
for he would not fail to tyrannize over it 
in the same manaer that all know he did 
from the time of king John, to that of 
Henry \TII. the first of whom sent am- 
bassadors to a Sarac-en king. Id implore 
his succour against the pope, oSering to 
become a Mahometan, and his slave ; 
and Henry was bold enough to strike 
olf the yoke under which all his ancestors 
80 meanly bowed. Whether he did it 
from a good motive or not, God ouly 
knows: but it is certain that God made 
use of him as his instrument, to bc^'in the 
reformation in England, of which Henry 
never thought. Bui at all events, no 
individual would he the poorer for bccom- 
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a papistr If he loved the worI3 
tirould he not find balls and plays id the 
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of Rome, as well as elsewhere! 



If he was a lover of splendour, would not 
the chuvch of Rome satiate him? But 
there is much other than worldly interest 
to keep the protestants firm. We ought 
even to look upon it as a miracle, that 
they have not been turned aside by in- 
terest ; do they not know, that for six 
hundred years since the reformation 
was commenced by the Vaudois, accor- 
ding to the historian of the council 
of Trent, Rome has almost every year 
murdered some of them; that the pope 
and all the popish princes have sworn to 
exterminate them ; that on every occa- 
sion treaties are broken, and good faith 
^violated ? Have they forgotten the massa- 
\fites of Piedmont, of Cevennes, of Flan- 
Lers, of France, of Ireland, and all the 
ionspiracies in England ! Have not all 
nhose refugees who fled from France, to 
icape the cruelty of a Dragoon mission. 
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left large estates an<l possessions, after 
having long endured the various prose- 
cutions, by which it was attempted to 
force them into embraciog the religion 
of the king? {Lewis XIV.) There are here 
in England more than thirfj or forty 
thousand, and there is scarcely one of 
them who has not endured a long mar- 
tyrdom ; some of them have their parents 
exited in America, others in India; many 
of them are lame from wounds, others with 
their limbs dreadfully burnt: this sight 
alone, which 1 have myself witnessed, 
would, I think have converted me, had 
I not been so already; and what does 
that religion ask of them, whom it thus 
persecutes so cruelly? to do homage to 
the pope ! If they will declare themselves 
papists, they will be put in possession of 
all their estates ; and those who are io 
poverty will be provided for; and can 
you then say, these remain proteslants 
from interested motives? 
Jf I were to follow up my first priu- 
G 3 
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tipie in comparing for you all the differ- 
ent parts of scripture that would serve 
to convince you of their truth and their 
simplicity, I should never have done. 
I shall only add a few words to prove 
that Jesus Christ spoke of a spiritual 
eating and drinking at the institution of 
the last supper, as St. Paul did when he 
spoke to the Corinthians. That apostle 
says in the 1 Cor. iv. 10. that the an- 
cient Israelites " did all drink the same 
spiritual drink : for they drank of that 
spiritual rock that followed them, and 
that rock was Christ ; " now pray ask my 
cousin, your curate, the meaning of that 
word WAS, and whether it means that 
the rock in the desert from which the 
water flowed, of which the Israelites 
drank, was substantially Christ, If he 
says yes, it follows that Christ had been 
a God of rock, before he was God in 
man ; but if he answers you, as he must, 
that St. Paul spoke figuratively, and that 
raelites drank it so, as likewise 



they so ate the manna, wbich represented 
bia fiesb ; then ask him why I am a 
heretic for takinij Christ's words in a 
spiritual light, which apply to the same 
subject, and I am sure that, doctor as be 
is, he willjnot be able to answer you ; 
and if be tries to do it, he will so explain 
the matter as to puzzle both you and 
himself. 

This is the character of your doctors ; 
they forbid your reading the scriptures, 
and reserve to themselves the right of 
explanation ; but what is the consequence, 
when you ask them to explain any pas- 
sage whicb is contrary to their doctrine, 
they overwhelm you with barbarous 
terms, whicb are more difficult to under- 
stand than the passage referred to. If you 
wish to prove it, ask my cousin to shew 
you how he can prove the epistle to the 
Hebrews, not to be quite contrary to the 
mass, and you will see whether he can 
make the subject clear to himself. I by 
no means wish to offend him ; I know he 
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is very learned ; and I neither wish to 
defy him, or compare myself with him. 
I only wish to know Christ and him 
crucified; at the same time, I cannot 
think that my cousin is cleverer than the 
council of Trent, which decided things 
without consideration, so that its deci- 
sions often favoured both sides. 

Two learned doctors wrote each a 
work on the same subject, but on diffe- 
rent sides; they dedicated them to the 
council, each flattering himself that his 
decision as to the state of the con- 
science of a true believer, was approved 
of. The fathers of the council were each 
asked their opinion in private: some 
answered one way, some another, but 
most of them owned they had decided 
without having understood the question 
themselves. Consult the most learned of 
your church, and you will often find them 
thus embarrassed, and not knowing what 
they mean more than Balaam's ass : it is 
quite proof enough to read any of their 



controversial books, and to see the pro- 
testant answers, to prove this truth. But 
they put their books into your Lands, and 
will not permit you to read the answer, 
showing thereby that the truth is not on 
their aide, which the word of Gucl so 
clearly and beautifully Bets forth. 

What more will you say, my dear 
father, to convince me I am a heretic ? 
That I must not read the scriptures, that 
the church is infallible, that I must have 
faith without reasoning or inquiry, that 
many saints have risen in the church of 
Rome, that miracles are done in it every 
day? this is all a jumble, as I said 
before, that nobody can understand; it 
is just the faith of Turkey. They 
tell a Turk that Mahomet was a great 
prophet, that he performed many mira- 
cles, that bis A.lcoran was dictated by 
the angel Gabriel, that his religion is 
holy and infallible — he believes all, and 
remains in it — loves his religion, and 
hates Christianity, without knowing why 
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— he dare inquire no further — he is for- 
bidden on pain of death to doubt anything. 

Can we then, without horror, see chris- 
tians still greater slaves, in Italy, in 
Spain, in Portugal, &c? If a bible, in the 
vulgar tongue, is found in the house of 
any layman, in any of these states, he is 
buried alive in one of the dungeons of the 
inquisition ; if any one dared to say that 
mt n must put their trust in God rather 
than in a saint, he would be burnt alive 
like the Jews. I do not know whether 
you have read much about the inquisi- 
tion, which is the rampart of your 
church ; for if you did, I am convinced 
you would much rather be a Mahometan 
than a papist ; my cousin could lend you 
the history of it. Were it for no other 
reason than this one, I contend I am not 
a heretic for leaving the church of Rome. 

But to return to the subject, you say 
I must not read the scriptures. How can 
you say so, of that holy word, which, 
according to the prophet, '' is a lamp to 
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our feet, and a light to our paths," 
which St. Peter says, "is a light that 
shineth ia a dark place, and to which 
you do well to give heed," which, St. 
Paul says, " is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness," which our Lord Christ 
says, is the life of the soul, as bread 
is of the body ? How ! is that holy 
word to condemn me f instead of enligh- 
tening; me. would it blind me? instead 
of life, would it give death! if so, how 
am I to convert a Jew, if I am not 
allowed to point out or read him any 
passage that proves that Christ is the 
Messiah ! Perhaps you will say that the 
forbidding to read the scriptures, relates 
only to the people, and oot to ecclesias- 
tics ; if this is the case, ray dear father, 
what would you say to a Jew, were he 
to tell you Christ was au impostor! 
would you send him to your priests to un- 
deceive him, not knowing how to answer 
him, and not daring to read the scriptures 
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to find the proofs, to show liim tfaat he 
was Christ? You would be obliged to 
own that you knew not why you were a 
christian, and that you knew Christ was 
the Messiah only from hearsay, having 
been told he was so. If you think you are 
innocent, living in that state of ignorance, 
why will you not allow that the Jew is 
equally so? You obey your priests, who 
forbid your reading or searching the 
scriptures, which prove tliat Christ is the 
Messiah, and he obeys his rubbiea who 
make him believe the scriptures are not 
favourable to Christ, and that be should 
avoid all christians who adore him as 
God. Does this not place you both on 
the same level ? Surely his salvation is 
quite as secure as yours. Is not this 
charge sufficient to make you look within ? 
Not one-third of mankind worship Christ, 
can you prove they are wrong, since 
nothing but the word of God can show 
it them '. How can you look upon those 
without disgust and horror, who forbid 




Hpnr reading the word of God, re|treserit- 
iDg it as a poisonous source, full of 
danger? If it be so, why did Christ 
direct all his eQemies to search it, and 
why were the Jews of Thessalonica prized 
above all others, for having searched the 
scriptures lo see for themselves whether 
these things were so '. why does St. Paul 
in his epistles to the Romans, the Co- 
riathians, and the Gulatians, combat all 
his enemies through the scripture, if it 
is a stumbling-block for the simple? and 
why does this same apostle applaud 
Timothy for having known the scriptures 
since he was a child '. why does he ad- 
dress most of his epistles to " all those 
who call upon the name of the Lord, 
and are sanctified through Christ f" and 
not to the learned only } 

Why did St. James call upon the twelve 
tribes who were scattered abroad, and St. 
Peter upon all christians dispersed in Pon- 
tus, GalatiaandCappadocia? why does St. 
John say be writes " to fathers, to young 
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len, to /i»fo obildren J " wliy does he 
vrile to a lady and ber children ? Let me 
ask, did the study of the scriptures ruin 
those who read them t did (hey become 
heretics ! the old, the youn^, the women, 
and children, were all lost? or if not, 
why am I lost for Teadiiig them ? or why , 
should you fear, were you to dare to do 
so ? Provided you seek, in humble faith, 
the truth, yon need have do fear: and 
is it not treating them unworthily to 
neglect to do so \ I 

You tell me the church is infallible, 
and that I must believe what she says. I 
ask, what church '. do not you see that that ' 
general proposition is not conclusive? All ' 
Christianity is called the universal catholic 
church: your doctors do not allow that i 
the universal church is infallible, other- ^ 
wise ice should claim infallibility. They < 
only speak of a particular church, that is 
of Rome, which is about the fourth part 
of the catholic church, of which she takes 
the name; but we will rail it »>4yon please; 
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Turks, Mussulmeii, that is to say. faithful. 
I could add a great deal od this point, but 
I shall only say a few words. \s you do 
not know what you mean, when you talk 
of (he Romish church's being infallible, 
I shall beg you will ask my cousin, how 
you are to ascertain that the church of 
Rome is infallible, thai you may convince 
me. 

He will answer, that the church of Rome 
is infallible, either because she says it, 
or because scripture says so. If he says 
the first, ask him why you are to take 
the word of the church of Rome, more 
than that of Mahomet, or any other you 
please to name, and whether anybody 
can be judge in his own cause ? 

If he answer in the second way, then 
ask why the church of Rome forbids the 
study of the scriptures, if it is there we 
are to look for its infallibility ; or else 
ask why yoii are to believe in the authority 
of scripture ; and he will say, because 
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holy and infallible. Is not this ridicu- 
lous t you are told, on the ooe hund, that 
scripture derives its infallibility from the 
church of Rome, that otherwise it would 
be not more credible than a romance ; and, 
on the other hand, they send you to scrip- 
ture to prove the authority of the church 
of Rome. Besides, if they allow you to 
seek out the infailibiHty of the church of 
Rome, in scripture, why rai^ht you not 
look there for transubatuntiatioD, worship 
of images, the mass. Sets i 

In the next place, ask my cousin, where 
the infallihility of the Romish chorch 
resides, where it dwells ; where is her 
tribunal, that you may be able to consult 
it as to your belief. If he is of the 
religion of Louis XIV., he will fell 
you, that it is to be found is a council 
canonically assembled. If that is the 
case, all the Italians and all the truly 
popish states are heretics, for they be- 
lieve, as an article of faith, that the in- 
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fallibility of the cburcb of Rome resides in 
the pope, according to the decisioD of the 
council of Lateran. If so, then are the 
king, the Sorbonne, and all the parlia- 
ments of France heretical ; for tLey believe 
that infallibility is to be found obly in a 
conncil, according to the decision of the 
council of Constance. Which side would 
you take, or what opinion will yon form, 
seeing your church so divided on its first 
principles? would yon declare for the coun- 
cil ? then what could you do with those, 
of which one says, the pope is superior to 
councils, whilst the others say he is in- 
ferior! what would you say to the council 
of Rimini, which decided that Jesus Christ 
was not consubstantial with the Father, 
while the first council of Nice declared 
he was ? or to the second council of 
of Nice, which ordered the adoration 
of images, whilst that of Constantinople 
condemned it I and to many others, which 
have given decisions as opposite to each 
otheras light and darkness? Which of all 
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these were irtfallihle ? to which would 
you have me submit, to avoid being a 
heretic '. 

Have you sufficient knowledge to de- 
cide which of them has been the least 
influenced by pasi>ion, and has, after the 
most deliberate examination, given the 
best judgment I If I am to be guided 
by numbers, I must be an Arian, for the 
council of Rimini was fur more numerous 
than that of Nice. 

In short, to find out which has been 
infallible, you must find out that in which 
the Holy Spirit presided : but how shall 
we find that out, without a particular 
revelation from the same Spirit '. 

If we are to take their word, they 
are all infallible ; but reason tells us that 
the Holy Spirit cannot lie; then, my 
dear father, if the decisions of councils 
are your guide, how much I pity you ! 

Have you ever read the accounts of 
one council to find out what you are to 
believe ? Would vou have time '. To 
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read ihose large volumes would require 
a century ; and even if you had time, 
would you be able to understand auy of 
their decisioos, seeing that every one of 
them requires a commentary '. The smallest 
volume or account of councils contains a 
thousand more difficulties than the old and 
new testaments, which, they tell you, is an 
abyss, in which the simple would be lost. 
You must be infallible yourself, to be 
able to surmouut somauy diHiculties. 

Perhaps you prefer giving the infalli- 
bility to the pope, rather than to the 
council: but I shonldnotbe less a heretic 
in this case than in the other : therefore if 
you wish I should make this concession 
to the pope, you must be so kind as to 
ask my cousin some questions. — Where 
was infallibility duriog the time that we 
have seen the pretended spouse of Christ 
married to several husbands, or, in other 
words, the church of Rome governed by 
several popes at one time, more espe- 
cially during the fifty or sixty years that 
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mere were iwo, three, four, and i 
titniis five, each at the head of an army, 
and fighting for the keys of St. Peter, 
thunder in their mouths, and swords in 
their hands? Why have you not these 
histories, instead of your impious and fa- 
bulous legends i Ask my cousin where 
infallibility was fo be found, during five 
or six hundred years, that the popes 
were notorious for all manner of crimes! 
for the truth of which I refer you to 
history,' as I am unwilling to repeat all 
that is recorded ; and, say what you will, I 
will not, in these, I must say, monsters 
sent from below, recoj^nize infallibility, 
one of the most excellent attributes of 
divinity. It was not the Hugonots who 
wrote the lives of these infamous men ; but 
cardinals, archbishops, bishops, doctors 
of your own church, whom God allowed 
Lud, as the historians of the conn- 
^oil of Trent, that they might be the 
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neans of enlightening his servants. Were 
it not so, Law could they bave reuorcled 
such decided charuet eristics of antichrist in 
the head of their church, without at once 
shaking; off the yoke of the tyrant, and 
coming out of Babylon. 

Furthermore, I would ask my constji 
the extent of the pope's infallibility, 
aDd whether he is so on all points. 
He will tell you two things — The first, 
that be is not infallible in his life or 
manners, and that he may incur condem- 
nation, like any other human being; that 
he may live the life of a sinner in every 
way, without, however, being able to err 
in doctrine. You must have a very 
popish mind to believe such a paradox. 
One of the calumnies, with which they 
blacken protestants, is, that they profess 
that grace and sin may abide in the same 
heart. But you have a much more fear- 
ful doctrine, and one which shouid for 
ever silence these calumniators. A pope, 
according to their principles, may be a 
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maOj a g;c>d, and a devil, all at once ; 
rujin, by Lis human tiature, God, by his 
divine infallibility, and devil, by his 
wickedness — What a monster ! 

The second thing your doctor will tell 
you is, that the pope is infallible, on points 
of doctrine, as far as regards right, but 
not on points of fact. A question of right 
is, to know whether you must adore Jesus 
Christ, and a question of fact is to know 
whether Jesus Christ is risen. Thus, if 
the pope decides that you must adore 
Christ, this is an article of faith which 
you must believe, because it is a question 
of right, iu the decision of which he can- 
not err. 

Bat if be decides that Christ is risen, 
you may doubt, because that is a question 
of fact, where he may he deceived. But 
if yon may doubt of the resurrection of 
our Saviour, you may do the same of his 
miracles, his holiness, and bis divinity; 
in a word, you may doubt voui" redemp- 
tion !! 



83 

"If Christ be not risen," says St. 
Paul, " yonr faith is vain, you are still 
in your sins ;" does not this prove all the 
infallibility to be only imaginary ? The 
most part of these questions of right are 
founded on questions of fact, and you 
must be quite sure of the one, in order 
to be able to judge of the others. 

But before I quit this subject, I wish 
to draw, from that distinction between 
right and fact, a conclusion which will 
justify me from the charge of heresy. 

If the pope can be wrong, or fallible 
in facts, one may doubt of all those on 
which he decides, without being a heretic ; 
and if we have no other surety than his 
word, we must look within ourselves for 
the knowledge or cause of these facts. 
For example, if the pope said I was in 
Paris, you would not be obliged to believe 
that as an article of failh ; you would 
have a right to say, that is a question 
of fact, in which the pope may be 
deceived, or be mistaken ; and he is mis- 
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taken, for my son is in Ltrndot). That 
principle being; estallisbed, I insist upon 
it, that ill rerusing to have faith on those 
points, on account of which I separated 
myself from the church of Rome, I was 
uo more a heretic, than you would be, for 
not believing the pope, when he said I 
was in Paris. The ihin^ speaks for itself 
— you would not consider yourself a 
heretic ; because it was a fact, and the 
pope might be mistaken ; and I maintain 
that the chief points, to which I refuse my 
belief, and on account of which, I sepa- 
rated from the church of Rome, are facia- 
ls it not a fact to know whether Christ 
was sacrificed at the last supper, and 
whether he commanded his apostles to 
sacrifice him to the end of time ? Is it 
not a fact, to know whether Christ is 
corporeally in the eucharist, and whe- 
ther he is corporeally in many places 
at once, and whether in the sacrament 
there is transubstantiation ? So is it not 
a fact, to know whether God plunges the 



scmla of the just into purgatory — whether 
the apostles invoked saints, or adored 
images, or granted jubilees, or refused 
the cap to the people, and whether our 
Saviour commanded all these things I Is 
it not a fact to know whether the pope is 
iufaliible or not, as mnch as it is to know 
whether 1 am in Paris or in London ? If 
these are facts, and the pope is not 
infallible in these facts, why am I to be 
considered a heretic, for not having faith 
ia them, on the word of the pope! 
Havel not a right to examine for myself, 
and to see, whether he, who may be de- 
ceived, has not actually been so in these 
instances f and if, on consulting the word 
of God, I find nothing but deceit, error, 
lies, and delusion in his decisions, am 
I a heretic for rejecting them, more than 
you would be for rejecting bis decision, 
when he said I was in Paris, and not in 
London? 

But if the infallibility of the pope was 
to be the rule of mv faith, and not the 
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htoly scriptures, it would follow that I 
mig'ht have no faith, and be an atheist, 
without ceasing to be a good catbolic. 
This may appear a little contradictory ; 1 
however, it is quite true, as you will be I 
able to understand, without having studied 1 
philosophy. I 

Is it not a question of fact, to know ' 
whether there is a God, a Kving God, \ 
Jnst, wise, and merciful f My reason 
tells me there is, and convinces me ^ but 
according to the church of Rome, I must 
doubt my senses or conviction. My light 
is all darkness, which nothing but the 
infallibility of the church can dispel, { 
Scripture reveals to me a God infinitely 
perfect, but, that scripture not being au- 
thority, without the authority of the church J 
of Rome, and being obscure, I may dovbt 
of all it says ; perhaps I don't understand I 

I am to consult the pope, who says 
Je is infallible, to know whether there is 

God ; he tells me there is one, but i 
'^tfaat does not make me certain, as he ' 
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tells me, be may be mistaken in potrd 
oijitct, and it is a question of fact whe- 
ther there is a God ; he may be wrong 
in aajiinj^ there is one ; who can prove he 
is not? Might I not doubt without 
wounding hia infallibility? so I should be 
a catholic and an atheist at the same 
time. Catholic, in allowing the pope's 
infallibilitj in matters of right, and athe- 
ist, in doabting the existence of God, as 
a fact in which the pope is not infallible. 
Father Renoult will advise you to ask 
me, by what means I am convinced that 
the scriptures are infallible, and are the 
word of God, more than ^Esop's Fables. 
I beg of you to tell him, it is not the 
question of a christian, and of none but a 
pagan, who wishes to embrace Chris- 
tianity. We should first teach him the 
divine authority of (he scriptures, be- 
fore we should require belief of every 
thing contained therein. If Father Re- 
nonit were to be as sincere as a pope 
once was, who looked upon the history 




CnrwtSs fabiilouS, and the eoriptares 
iiH a romance, 1 trust that, ■without 
having stn()ied at the Sorbonne, the Holy 
Spirit would enable rae to coufonnd his 
incredulity. But he, believing as I do, 
or, at least, pretending to believe in the 
gcripture, it would not become him to 
require me to give him proofs of its 
divinity ; and it is a principle received 
and acknowledged by all who call them- 
Belves christians, that the scriptures are 
the Kord of God, written by inspired 
prophets, apostles, and evangelists. 

There is only this difference, tbat the 
protestants receive scripture aa diTine, 
on scriptural evidence; whilst the papists 
merely allow its divinity, because the 
pope has said it is so ; and if he decided 
that it was a fable, they would throw it 
into the fire.' This is also a/act, as well 
tfaose of which we have spoken, and 



therefore one on wbicb the pope cannot 
pronoQoce with iofallibilifj, as they say 
he is iufalltble only in matters of rig'ht. 

You see, my dear father, bow much 
difficulty arises from this first principle 
of your church, if you wish to convince 
me of my heresy. My cousin must sat- 
isfy me ou all the following questions. 

1. That there is in the world an infal- 
lible church. 

2. That that infallible church is the 
church of Rome. 

3. In what place, and in what person 
that infallibility resides! 

4. Why this infallibility is to be found 
in the doctrine, and not in the life. 

5. Why the Romau catholic is infalli- 
ble, in questions of right and not oi fact. 

Q. He must inform me also how I am to 
distinguish between canonical and ortho- 
dox councils, and those which are not so, 
(supposing the infallibility to reside in 
councils,) and how 1 ought to act, should 
Ky decide against each other. 
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ni U~tlie pope who is infallible, 
lie must give nie a certain and infallible 
rule to know who is caiionically elected, 
that I may tell where to seek for infal- 
libility during the scbUms of the popes. 

8. Wbat the term cationically means, 
for that is another jumble, as iricompre- 
heusible to me as ' the infallible church,' 
which is a sea of difficulties, impossible 
to fathom. 

Whilst waiting for Father Renoult's 
answer to these questions, I shall say, that 
I think that a church which has erred, 
and which actually errs, is not infallible. 
For more than one thousand years the 
lloiiiish church has been corrupt in her 
doctrine, her worship, her g^overnment^ 
all the passages that I quoted to you must 
prove it. I conclude then, that far from 
being the ground and pillar of truth, as 
St. Paul says the church of Christ should 
be, she has trampled, betrayed, and perse- 
cuted it, inshamefully protecting error, and 
propagating lies through all christendooi. 
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You say 1 should have faith with- 
out reasoning ; what is it to have faith '. 
It is to believe all the reveuled truths 
of God. We say that all ihpse truths 
are in scripture, and in it alone. But 
Father Renoult will tell you, that they 
are in scripture imd tradition, or in all 
the customs of the church of Rome. Ask 
Father Renoult whether the mass, iran- 
suhstantiation, the worship of images, &c. 
are truths revealed by God, If he says, 
yes, ask him iu what place ; if he says, in 
scripture, beg of him to tell you whether 
in the old or new testament, in what 
chiipter, and in what verse. If he con- 
vinces nie that I am a heretic, he will 
also convince me I am blind ; for I have 
read the scripture over and over, and far 
from fiuding any one of these things, I 
found every thing against them. If he 
then says, God has revealed them in tra- 
dition, pray ask him, can God contradict 
himself^ He will say, that cannot be. 
Theii, without being a doctor, you will 




ibarrass him very much, by asking how 
it happens, that, if God cannot contradict 
himself, he should Ibrbid id scripture, 
that, which he commands in the Roman 
tradition, or command in scripture, what 
he forbids in tradition. The thing speaks 
for itself. Scripture says, " Thou sbalt 
not make to thyself any graven image, nor 
the likeness of any thing that is in beaveu 
above, or in the earth beneath, or in the 
waters under the earth. Thou shalt not 
bow down to them, nor worship them." In 
the Roman tradition you have quite the 
contrary. 

I could quote you very many passages 
in each ; but you know full well the truth 
of what I assert, and thiit scripture and 
tradition are as much opposed to each 
other as light and darkness. If God is 
the author of both, he contradicts him- 
self; is it not rendering divinity quite 
ridiculous to assert such a thing ? I 
wonder the church of Rome does not at ' 
once declare that God is not the author 



of scripture, but of Roman tradition. Wfiy 
does she not condemn all the bibles to be 
burnt, for they are all quite as much 
opposed to it as the protestant bibles, that 
they had burnt in France by the bauds 
of the executioners. I think it would 
disbonour the Holy Spirit less, to recog- 
nize him as the author of the tradition 
of Rome, than to say that he was the 
author of two works which combat and 
destroy each other. As for myself, 
having strong proofs that scripture is the 
work of the Holy Spirit, I refuse to 
acknowledge the church of Rome as ray 
judge, and appeal to the scriptures. Is 
that being a heretic 7 

I now come to the meutiou of the 
saints of your church ; these are of two 
kinds, the saints of ubristianity and the 
saints of popery ; by the first I mtau the 
apostles, the evangelists, and the first 
martyrs, who laid dowu their lives for the 
confession of Jesns Christ. We shall 
add, if you please, the doctors of the 
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fiVst cenfury, whom we coll Ihe holy 
fathers. You must allow me, however, 
to believe this ia love and charity, and 
not as an article of faith, as far as re- 
gards the martyrs and fathers, God alone 
being able to judge of their motives and 
piety. The apostles and evangelists had 
been canonized by Christ, and as be was 
infallible in fact, as well as in right, we 
believe firmly that they were holy. The 
saints of popery are all those who were 
good friends of the pope in their Ufe- 

■ tinie,- and in return for that and their 

■ good offices, they dedicate temples to 
^ them, offer sacrifices, raise statues, and 

worship them, &c. Such are the foun- 
ders of all orders, of which the convents 
areso many citadels, which in the interior 
of different kingdoms, adhere to Rome^ 
bat it is not at all so easy to have your 
name written in the book of life, as iu 
the calendar of Rome. I should like to 
know who ever revealed to the pope, the 
salvation of one single soul — to him, who 
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allows he may be mistaken in fads. If 
you wish to couvict me of lieresy, my 
cousin must furnish you with some rea- 
sons, by which you can convince me that 
the pope was not mistaken in canonizing 
your saints ; and till then, you must allow 
me to doubt. I am too well acquainted 
with the policy of the court of Rome when 
any thing concerns its interests ; and I 
know too well what the character of some 
of its saints was ; such as Gregory VII. 
who, by all kinds of crimes, increased 
the mystery of iniquity to shake off the 
yoke of his prince; and as Doniinick, 
who invented the cruel tribunal of the 
inquisition to strengthen the pope on his 
throne; and many others too tedious to 
mention. Do you call me a heretic for 
not worshipping such persons l 

As to the miracles of your church, 
these are also of two kinds : those of 
christiauity and those of popery. Those 
of Christianity are such as we read of in 
scripture : (be sick, and those possessed 



I 



^ of devils cared by our Saviour, and some ' 
raised from the dead ; then our Lord's 
resurrection, ascension, and the descent 
of the Holy Ghost ; and afterward the 
miracles of his apostles. All these are 
miracles of the universal church or 
Christianity. It was tbese miracles which 
made the highest powers bow liefore a 
crucified Saviour. Since that time mira- 
cles have been rare ; so that, after the first 
and second centuries, we hardly lind two 
that can be well authenticated. Tn these 
first miracles we believe, as we do not 
preach a new religion ; and God is not 
oblig;ed to work more to enforce that 
doctrine in favour of which he wrought 
such wonderful prodigies seventeen cen- 
turies ago. — The miracles of popery, I 
am sorry to say, are a tissue of foolisli 
and extravagant fables, told in the lives 
of all the saints of popery, to the shame 
of all honest and pious persons, who know ' 
that those fables were invented to defend 
things which were forbidden by the 
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BCriptares : and, iii Irutli, that was the sole 
aim of those impostors, the monks in 
particular. But tlie church of Koine 
having fouad the people easily duped, 
aud that the ignorant were taken in, 
made use of these means to carry on their 
measures ; and to augment the impostors, 
(hey canonized all who were ingenious 
enough fo do what should appear mira- 
culous during their lives, and recom- 
pensed largely those who had the talent 
of making them do the same when dead'. 

When they wished to make the people 
adore images, to turn it to profit, they 
made them do many miracles, otherwise 
the people would have looked upon 
them as saints who could not cure any 
thing. 

When they wished to usurp the estates 
of the Saracens by a crusade, they made 
crosses appear in the air, and the standard 
of the pope over it. When they wished 
to establish purgatory, they had the 
address to make as many souls as they 
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pleased, appenr to implore the prayers of 
the living. Even at this time, when die 
image of uny new saint is set up oa an 
altar, Ihey fail not to work some mi- 
racle to rejider the image profitable, I 
wonder they have not done so to St. 
Anthony of Padua, who Is so etever at 
finding out stolen articles. It is true, the 
French have been mnch undeceived, since 
some discoveries were made which re- 
vealed the imposition. But in Italy, and 
in Spain, imposture makes idolatry tri- 
umph. There are still to be seen images 
which sweat, and weep, and laugfa, and 
sing, and can transport themselves from 
one place to another, sometimes visible, 
at other times not. Surely it is won- 
derful that after all, there should be one 
Hugouot left! 

These are the miracles of popery, and 
not ours: we lay no claim to them. If 
we were impostors, we conid do tbe 
same; we know full well, how all these 
things are carried on by the church of 



R<Hne. If Caivin had chosen to raise 
a man from the dead, as^our priests have 
done, do not you think he could have 
accomplished it as easily as Francois de 
Assise, who raised them by Ji/ties I I 
must add, all these things have a very bad 
effect on the Jews, who are ted to believe 
that all the miracles of our Saviour are 
impostures; for they say, if it is possible 
for priests and mouks to deceive so 
many, by making them believe things 
so evidently false, may not Christ and 
bis disciples have deceived the people in 
the same way, by pretended miracles f 
I shall say no more of this ; it is, I con- 
ceive, sufficient for any reasonable person 
to read one volume of your legends, to 
be <]iiite disgusted. I think I have now 
said enough to clear myself of the charge 
of heresy : but, if all I have said will not 
do, nor open your eyes, which I much 
wish, I will hold as many conferences as 
you like, with priests in England, where 
are as many clever men as in France ; 
K 2 
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tind< if tkey> o»a couviuce me that I am in 
error, I shall do ull I can to oonsole you. 
I L-uonot go to you: would you wish to 
see me in one of the dungeons of the 
monks, or condemned to the galleys, or- 
brought to the gibbet, as many were, who 
refused to adopt the king's religion! I 
am persuaded you love me too well, to 
wish to expose me to these inevitable 
troubles; the best way for you to take, 
would be to join me, and if Father Be- 
uoult will take the trouble to answer my 
letter, briug me his ansAver. Unless he 
makes a new gospel, it will be impossible 
to convince me of heresy, however, I 
shall always treat his opinions and hiiu- 
Nelf with respect. 1 refer you ofteR to 
him, because I know you esteem him as 
an honest man, and a learned doctor. 
I tinish luj letter, which ban increased to 
I a^ great length, with begging of yon to 

t seriously on this. 

lie council of Trent have decided, 
lat the iiitenlion of the priest is abso- 
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htely necessary to the validity of aeacra- 
nient; and your church believe, that all 
who are not truly baptized, are not chris- 
tians, and cannot be saved. If that is the 
case, what are you I are yon a chris- 
tian ? Before you can answer me, it is 
necessary to know the intention of the 
priest who baptized you : but how are 
you to fiad that out! None but God 
can know the heart of man ; therefore you 
cannot tell whether you are a cbristian 
or not. 

Some new catholics, being shocked at 
this decision of the council, thought good 
to explain it away in this manner; say- 
ing, that by minister of the sacrament, 
one might understand the intention of the 
church in general ; this will prove that all 
yonr doctors see alike when it affects their 
own interest ; tbey think as little of alter- 
ing the decisions of a council, as of chang- 
ing scripture ; nothing stops them ; when 
they like, tbey will prove the divinity 
of our Saviour by the Alcoran, although 
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it is denied in it. By Jesuitical dis- 
tinctions, they make all books say what 
suits them :. but let us allow their fri- 
volous distinction : the church, then, i% 
either the pope or a council; if you 
say, it is the pope, how do you know his 
intention ? and as for a council, is it not 
composed of men whose intentions may 
be good or bad ? have your new com- 
mentators been able to dive into the 
hearts of all who composed the council 
of Trent, to know whether by the words 
' minister of the sacrament,' they meant 
general church ? Do they know the 
intention of the council better than the 
council itself ? 

This was one of the questions most 
discussed; and they resolved that it 
should be understood to be the inten- 
tion of any minister administering any 
sacrament, to be what was required. 
This appeared so absurd, that many 
great people refused to sign the decision, 
however the Romish cabal prevailed. 



Now it remains to be proved what was 
the inteutii)!] of the minister who bap- 
tized you, to know whether you are a 
Christian : you cannot find it out without 
a revelation from heaven. A.pply this 
principle to all sacraments : how do 
you know what was the intention of 
the minister who gave you absolution.' 
How do you know the intention of the 
priest who said mass ? for without the 
intention of making Christ present, there 
is no tranaubstantiation, and you do not 
know whether you are adoring Christ, 
or bread. These questions may be carried 
to any length, and without a probability 
of your being answered in any way that 
can be satisfactory. Does not this 
trouble you '. Can all that father Re- 
noult can say, make you certain that you 
are a christian I You must choose be- 
tween two things, either to doubt, all your 
life, or to deny the decision of the council 
of Trent. If you doubt as to your Chris- 
tianity, where are you to look for salva- 



tion ? and if ^oii <Ieny the council, what 
religion are you of! These arc soletuii 
questions, if ever there were such; a man 
cau fee) very little care for salvatioo, if 
he a1low3 it to rest on the intentions of 
his fellow-men. 

We know that there are many monks 
and priests who are atheists or deists; 
who only perform the service for gain or 
interest, looking upon all religion as 
fabulous, in the same way as pope Leo 
X. did: will all those who feel in this 
way tell you so? Alas! no, my dear 
father; I knoiV from experience these 
are the very men who keep up appear- 
ances the most, whether at the altar, in 
the confessional, or the pulpit; sanctity 
heing the best veil they can throw OTer 
human corruption, to deceive men. I 
leave you to meditate on this last arti- 
cle, which I conceive very fit to open 
your eyes, and to make yon reflect most 
seriously on all the other points spoken of. 
I pray God most earnestly, for the sake 
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of his beloved Son, and through his 
merits, to give you light from his most 
glorious light, and, through his great 
mercy, to make you triumph in that 
grace, by which *• I am what I am.** 

London, December 20» 1698. 



NOTES. 



Note A. page 21. 

Bishop Jewell, in his famous si 
Paul's Cross, ihrew out a coble chal- 
lenge^' If any learned men of our 
adversaries, or if all the learned men that 
be alive, be able to bring any one suf- 
ficient sentence out of any old catholic 
doctor or father, or out of any old general 
council, or out of the holy scriptures of 
God, or any one example of the primi- 
tive church, whereby it may clearly and 
plainly be proved, that there was any 
private mass, in the whole world, at that 
time for the space of 600 years after 
Christ .... or that the people was then 
taug:ht to believe (hat Christ's body is 
really, substantially, corporally, carnally 
or naturally, in the sacrament, &C. I am 
content to yield and to subscribe.' Well 
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(lid the bishop prove, a^iust a very 
subtle adversary, that he had not mis- 
taken the voice of antiquity. For the 
testimony of the ancient fathers, when 
fully and fairly examined, is most de- 
cisive against the Romish heresy of the 
mass. And it is very important that this 
should be clearly known. For the Ro- 
manists lay great stress on the authority 
of former ages, and are anxious to claim 
the early writers as entirely their own 
How ill-founded their claim is, the quo- 
tations from Facundus, &c. in the text 
will, in some measure, show : but perhaps 
it may not be nnnseful here to subjoin 
some other testimonies. 

Theophilus, bishop of Antioch, in the 
second century, speaks thus of the eu- 
charist. ' Jesus Christ gave the name 
of bis body fo that bread, which is made 
of many grains,' Tertullian, about the 
same age, writes in liis commentary on 
S. Matthew, ' Jesus Christ made bread 
his body, saying. This is my body, (hat 



(a to My, tne figiire of my l>ody.' S. 
Augustine, who lived iu Ihe fourth and 
fifth centuries, taught the same doctriue. 
' The Lord,' said he, (lih. iv. cont. Marc, 
c. 40,) ' made no difficulty in saying. 
This is my body, in giving the figure of 
his body.' S. Chrysostom, about four 
hundred years after Christ, declares, (ad 
CesariumMouachum,) ' The bread before 
it be sanctified, is called bread ; but when 
it is sanctified by the means of the priest, 
it is delivered from the name of bread, 
and is exalted to the name of the Lord's 
body, although the nature of bread doth 
still remain.' One mare quotation, and 
it shall be from the writings of a bishop 
of Rome, Gelasius, who lived in the latter 
part of the fifth century. He, contend- 
ing against the heretics, Eutyches and 
Nesforius, speaks of the ' Sacrament of 
the body and blood and Christ, which is 
a godly thing, and yet the substance or 
nature of bread and wine, do not cease 
to be there still.' 



It 19 iinpOHsible for the Romanists to 
make these ancient authors countenance 
their doctrine. 

fcNote B. page 39. 
here is no doubt that the author held 
orthodox views on the vital doctrine of 
justification ; bis language, however, in 
this paragraph, is not quite unexception- 
able. When he says, ' the infinite merits 
of Christ cover all the delects insepa- 
rable from our best actions,' bis words 
might be interpreted to mean, that our 
actions are, to a certain extent, meritori- 
ous, and that their deficiencies are helped 
out by the righteousness of Christ. It is 
well therefore to remove any ambiguity 
in the enunciation of a doctrine, which 
Luther rightly denominated ' the article 
of a standing or a falling church.' And 
it cannot be more plainly and scripturally 
expressed than in our own articles, X, 
XI. XII. 'The condition of man after 
the fall of Adam is such, that he cannot 
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tarn aDd~~prepare himself, by bis own 
natural strength and good works, to faith, 
and calling upon God : wherefore we have 
no power to do good works pleasant and 
acceptable to God, without the grace of 
God hy Christ preventing us, that we 
may have a good will, and working with 
us, when we have that good will. We 
are accounted righteous before God, only 
for the merit of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, by faith, and not for our 
own works and deser?ings : wherefore, 
that we are justified by faith ooly, is a 
most wholesome doctrine, and very full 
of comfort. Albeit that good works, 
which are the fruits of faith, and follow 
after justification, cannot put away our 
sins, and endure the severity of God's 
judgment; yet are tbey pleasing and 
acceptable to God in Christ, and do 
spring out necessarily of a true and lively 
faith ; insomuch that by them a lively 
faith may be as evidently known, as a 
I tree discerned by the fruit.' 



Note C. page 80. 
One would think it was sufficient, only 
to read tKe lives of the popes, to be con- 
viaced of the anti-chrSstian character of 
the Romish religion. Benedict IX. 
John X. aud XII. Gregory VII. Sbt- 
tus IV. Boniface VIII. Alexander VI. 
with many others that might be named, 
were monsters of impiety. The atrocities 
of these men are admitted by the Ro- 
manists themselves. Now can it be a 
question whether they were the deposi- 
taries of infallibility, the guides and safe 
teachers of the Christian world! Surely, 
light cannot dwell with darkness, nor 
Christ with Belial. It is readily con- 
ceded that every thing human is imperfect, 
and that those who are placed by God 
himself in stations of authority in his 
church, may and will be sinners, and yet 
have honour due to them for their office 
sake. Thus Christ commanded reverence 
to be paid to the scribes, because they sat 
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in Moae»' seat. Yet it is to be observed, 
that, as a consequence of their personal 
wtckednesa, they taught "for doctrines 
the commandments of men." Their sins, 
as men, infected their instructions, as 
teachers. And this applies with striking 
force to the chnrch of Rome. Did she 
allow herself liable to the common in- 
firmity of human nature, we might be 
more ready to admit tbat the use of the 
popedom was not abrogated by its abuse ; 
but when she prefers for lier pontiffs the 
extravagant claim of absolute perfection, 
we contend that the evil conduct of those 
who have filled St. Peter's chair, is a 
decisive argument against her — we main- 
tain that the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven were never, in the sense in which 
she assumes them, entrusted to one who 
is the bond-slave of Satan, the child of 
bell. 
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